
A meeting on “Research on Community Legal Services” was organized jointly by the 
Bangladesh Legal Aid & Services Trust (BLAST) and Research Initiatives Bangladesh (RIB) at 
the RIB Conference Room, House 104, Road-25, Banani, Dhaka on 10 September 2014. Dr. 
Meghna Guhathakurta, Executive Director, RIB  chaired the meeting. Ms. Sara Hossain 
Honorary Executive Directordelivered the welcome speech and explained the aims of the 
meeting. University teachers, academics, NGO activists, human rights activists, researchers 
and public interest lawyers were present at the meeting. 

Inception Meeting on “Research on Community Legal Services” 

The key objective of the meeting was to explore research ideas for effective delivery of legal 
services. Issues regarding formulation of a research advisory group, equality and community 
fellowship program under the CLS project and possible research issues were discussed at the 
meeting. Dr. Shapan Adnan, ex- University teacher and researcher suggested identifying gaps 
by mapping of existing research. He also emphasized the need to structure legal research on 
the basis of social context.Mr. Albert Mankin stated that a potential area of research could be 
the impact of ‘false cases’filed under the Forest Laws against forest dwellers. This idea was 
further elucidated by Adv. Samari Chakma,who reported that Adivasi leaders in the Hill Tracts 
are routinely harassed through false cases. These kinds of systematic abuse of power against 
particular groups of people needs to be investigated. 

Dr. Dina Siddiqi, Ms. TaslimaYeasmin, Dr. Hasibul Alam Prodhan and Mr. Kamal Pasa also 
contributed several insightful suggestions for taking the research agenda further. The meeting 
ended with the following decisions: 

 A follow up meeting will be held shortly. Formation of a Research Advisory Group will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting.  

 A mapping of existing research on CLS has to be undertaken for identifying gaps and 
issues to be dealt with. 
 


