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Abstract
Around the world governments and often others are asking, 'How can we regulate the Internet?' While the 
Internet can be used to cause harm, and to perpetrate the most serious crimes, international law, based in 
particular on the guarantee of freedom of expression but also the guarantee of privacy, calls for a light 
touch approach to regulation of the Internet. This talk will focus on international standards regarding 
regulation of the Internet with a focus on national level rules but also touching upon international 
systems, looking at issues such as cyber crime, structural regulation of this medium, privacy and the special 
challenges of applying rules designed for an offline world to the Internet.

Speaker’s Bio
Toby Mendel is the Executive Director of the Centre for Law and Democracy, a Canadian-based interna-
tional human rights NGO that provides legal and capacity building expertise regarding foundational 
rights for democracy, including the right to information, freedom of expression, the right to participate 
and the rights to assembly and association. Prior to that he was for over 12 years Senior Director for Law at 
ARTICLE 19, a human rights NGO focusing on freedom of expression and the right to information. He has 
collaborated extensively with inter-governmental actors working in these areas – including the World 
Bank, the UN and other special rapporteurs on freedom of expression, UNESCO, the OSCE and the Council 
of Europe – as well as numerous governments and NGOs in countries all over the world. His work spans a 
range of areas, including legal reform and analysis, training, advocacy and capacity building. He has also 
published extensively on a range of freedom of expression, right to information, communication rights 
and refugee issues. Before joining ARTICLE 19, he worked as a senior human rights consultant with Oxfam 
Canada and as a human rights policy analyst at the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA).
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