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Press Release 
 

3 August 2015 
Appellate Division commutes Juvenile Offender Shukur Ali’s death sentence to life 

imprisonment till natural death 
Today the Appellate Division (AD) of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh commuted the death 
sentence of juvenile offender Shukur Ali, to life imprisonment “till natural death”.  
Shukur Ali, a minor boy of 14 years at the time of occurrence on 11 June 1999, had been 
convicted under section 6(2) of the Nari-o-Shishu Nirjatan (Bishesh Bidhan) Ain, 1995 by the 
Nari-o-Shishu Nirjaton Bishesh Adalat, Manikganj (a special tribunal) on 12 July, 2001 and 
sentenced to death. A Division Bench of the High Court Division (HCD) confirmed his death 
sentence in 2004. The AD dismissed his appeal and then review petition in this regard in 
2005.  
In 2005 Shukur Ali along with the Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) 
challenged the constitutional validity of section 6(2) of the 1995 Ain and the mandatory death 
penalty.   
In 2010 the HCD declared unconstitutional section 6(2) of the 1995 Ain, now repealed, on the 
ground that the mandatory death penalty curtails the Court’s discretion. The Court 
maintained the order of conviction and sentence against Shukur Ali. The HCD gave a 
certificate to appeal to the AD and stayed the execution of the death sentence. 
The AD in a landmark judgment dated 05.05.2015 declared all mandatory death penalties 
unconstitutional, including under sections 6(2) and 6(4) of the Nari-o-Shishu Nirjatan 
(Bishesh Bidhan) Ain, 1995 (regarding offences of rape followed by death). The AD also 
declared sections 34(2) and 34(3) of the Nari-o-Shishu Nirjatan Daman Ain 2000 (as 
amended in 2003) unconstitutional. The AD declared that while pending cases and appeals 
in respect to offences under the Ain of 1995 would be tried in accordance with the provisions 
of the Ain of 1995, sentences would be imposed according to the Ain of 2000.  
In this judgment, the AD however upheld the death sentence of Shukur Ali, finding that there 
were no extenuating circumstances.  
BLAST and Shukur Ali then filed a review petition before the Appellate Division praying for 
commutation of the death sentence of Shukur Ali on the ground of extenuating  
circumstances, that Shukur Ali was a minor at the time of the offence, and that there were 
latches and negligence in conducting his case at trial. 
A four member bench of the Appellate Division, presided over by the Hon’ble Chief Justice 
Mr. S.K. Sinha, upon hearing the review petition, by order dated 03.08.2015 commuted the 
sentence of death of Shukur Ali to one of imprisonment for life “till natural death”.    
Mr. M. K. Rahman, Senior Advocate, and Ms. Sara Hossain, Advocate, conducted the 
hearing on behalf of the petitioners. Advocate A. B. M. Bayezid, Advocate Md. Abdul Mannan 
Khan, Advocate Nazneen Nahar Dipu were also present during the hearing on behalf of the 
petitioners.  
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