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At a seminar at Dhaka University today, titled “Brave New World, Same Old Rights?”, speakers 
addressed how gender, sexuality and rights intersect in the digital lives of women in South Asia. 
The discussion explored how issues of consent, privacy and the limits of freedom of speech and 
expression, anonymity, security, threats, are emerging as crucial issues for women as they 
negotiate the digital space. 
 
Ms. Bishakha Datta, filmmaker, writer and Executive Director Points of View, questioned the extent 
to which existing laws protect women’s rights in the age of globalisation and digitalisation. She 
noted that women’s ability to express their opinions has manifestly increased through the internet 
and social media and yet, “Being on the internet is like being on the street. Women routinely face 
very, very abusive language online, akin to sexual harassment on the street.”  
 
Dr. Shuchi Karim Gender Specialist, BRAC IED, said issues of sexuality are taboo and notions of 
privacy are virtually unknown in the context of Bangladesh. So women’s capacity to express 
themselves online and otherwise has to be viewed within this framework. 
 
Ms. Sara Hossain, Supreme Court Lawyer and HED, Bangladesh Legal Aid & Services Trust 
(BLAST) discussed pre and post-constitutional laws, including the Pornography Control Act, 2012, 
and the Information, Communication and Technology Act, 2006. She highlighted their limited use 
in preventing or protecting against gender based violence and raised concerns regarding the 
vague definition of terms such as obscenity and the risk of subjective interpretations which would 
violate rights to free expression.  
 
Dr. Rahmat Ullah, Acting Chairman, Department of Law, University of Dhaka delivered the closing 
remarks and spoke about the need for creating greater social awareness about laws, rights and 
remedies. He said, “Laws have to be given to every day life and every day life has to be imbued 
with the laws.” 
 
About 90 lawyers, women’s and human rights activists, academics and students of University of 
Dhaka and journalists attended the seminar organized jointly by BLAST and the University of 
Dhaka, Department of Law on 3 December 2014 at the Sirajul Islam Lecture Hall, University of 
Dhaka to mark the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence. The seminar was supported by 
the SHOKHI Project.  
 
The Narir Shastho Odhikar O Icchapuron: SHOKHI Project [Project on Women Health, Rights and 
Choices], is being implemented by a consortium of four organizations including, Amrai Pari (We 
Can), BLAST, Bangladesh Women’s Health Coalition (BWHC) and Marie Stopes Bangladesh 
(MSB) and is supported by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (EKN). 
  
Contact: 
Ms Mahbuba Akter  
Assistant Director, Communication & Advocacy, BLAST Phone: 01191365001 
 

mailto:mail@blast.org.bd

