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Rana Plaza Collapse and Tazreen Fire Hearings: High Court Issues Further Directions, 
Seeks Information 

Today, 13 May 2013, the High Court gave further orders in the four writ petitions regarding the Rana 
Building Collapse. It directed the Mayor of Savar, who entered personal appearance before the Court 
to file a response regarding why he should not be prosecuted for the Rana Plaza collapse and what 
steps were taken for the protection of persons following the collapse within a week. The Court further 
directed the Deputy Commissioner, Dhaka and Chief Inspector of Factories to provide a list of names 
of persons who are still missing following the collapse.   

A compliance report was filed on behalf of the Daily Prothom Alo and Ekushey Television 
respectively, confirming that contrary to his denial in Court on 30 April 2013, the TNO Savar had 
stated in an interview that he visited the building on 23 April, a day before the building collapsed and 
noticed cracks in the building. The Deputy Inspector General of Industrial Police also filed a 
compliance report. The Court ordered the remaining compliance reports to be filed within one week 
and fixed the date of hearing of the matter for Tuesday, 21 May 2013. 

In relation to a writ regarding the fire at Tazreen Garments Ltd. in which over one hundred persons 
were killed in November 2012, the Managing Director of Tazreen Garments appeared in person 
before the Court. He was directed to submit further information regarding the criteria relied upon to 
determine the compensation awarded in respect of the deaths and injuries caused by the fire. 

The Court directed that the four inquiry reports prepared by committees set up by the Ministry of 
Labour, Ministry of Home Affairs, Bangladesh Police and the Department of Fire Service and Civil 
Defence in the wake of the fire, be submitted to the Court within two weeks. The Court also stated 
that orders would be passed regarding this matter on 29 May, 2013. 

Adv. Fawzia Karim Firoze appeared in this matter for the National Human Rights Commission, and 
Adv. Iqbal Kabir for the Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association, and each filed reports 
before the Court.  

The hearing was conducted by Dr. Kamal Hossain, Senior Advocate, with Adv. Tobarak Hossain, 
Sara Hossain, Adv. Shahnaz Babli and Adv. Abantee Nurul. 

The writ petition regarding the Rana Plaza collapse was filed on 25 April 2013 by Ain o Shalish 
Kendra and the Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust. Earlier, in November 2012, BLAST, ASK, 
BRAC and Nijera Kori had filed a case in response to the Tazreen fire disaster.   

For further details, please contact:                                                                                                
Mahbuba Akhter, Coordinator, Communications and Advocacy: 01191365001, 
mahbuba@blast.org.bd 

 


