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The importance of improving women’s participation in decision-making processes at all 
levels of government to ensure equitable and just outcomes for women everywhere has 
been underscored time and again. Laws and policies now facilitate women’s 
participation, including through reservations in Parliament and Local Government.  
 
The Local Government (Union Parishad) Act, 2009 articulates the need to ensure 
women members’ participate in decision-making processes. The High Court Division, in 
its landmark judgment in Shamima Sultana v Bangladesh (57 DLR (2005) 201), has also 
prohibited any discrimination between members of local government bodies, whether 
elected to general or reserved seats, with regard to their powers and functions.  
However, the absence of Rules is hindering implementation of the law, in particular full 
participation of women members in Local Government bodies.  
 
At a roundtable discussion with parliamentarians, policy makers, academics, rights 
activists and media representatives held on 26 February, speakers called for quick 
adoption of Rules to enable implementation of the Act.  They identified a key challenge 
to women’s equal political participation as being the lack of respect and regard accorded 
to the authority of women members, by their male counterparts and the public in general. 
Women members often have to fight for their own dignity and respect. This translates 
into practical difficulties to carrying out their day-to-day functioning.  
 
Prof Zarina Rahman Khan, Professor, Public Administration, University of Dhaka called 
for Rules to be swiftly adopted to enable rotational allotment of allowances to UP 
members, pointing out that “ women members rarely receive travel allocated for the use 
of Union Parishad members, as the UP Chairmen and other male members usually 
claim these first. Rules could be made to solve this problem by permitting rotational 
allotment of allowances”.   
 
Echoing the demand of all speakers, Justice Awlad Ali, former judge of the High Court 
Division, and Member, Board of Trustees of BLAST said “The Constitution of 
Bangladesh mandates equality for men and women in unequivocal terms. The 
enactment of the Local Government (Union Parishad) Rules will be a further step 
towards the full realization of this Constitutional aspiration and must be undertaken with 
urgency”.     
 
Other speakers included Ms. Fazilatun Nesa Bappi, Member of Parliament, and Ms. 
Umme Kulsum, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs. Dr 
Badiul Alam Majumder, Secretary, Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik (Shujon) moderated 
the session.   
 


