
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Inaugural Programme of the Livelihood Support to Released 

Prisoners 
To ensure sustainable rehabilitation of released prisoners by providing livelihood support 

through effective and need based equipment/material, an inaugural programme was held 

on February 17, 2021 at the 'Kara 

Convention Centre’ in the Prisons 

Directorate. The programme was jointly 

organized by the Prisons Directorate and 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission with the technical 

assistance of GIZ on behalf of German and 

the UK Government. This event is a major 

milestone in supporting people back into 

society after incarceration, the Home 

Minister, the Additional Secretary (Admin and 

Finance), Inspector General of Prisons, British High Commissioner, German 

Ambassador, Head of Programme, Rule of Law, President and Director of Dhaka Ahsania 

Mission were attended as chief guest and special guests.  

Hon'ble Home Minister Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan, MP inaugurated the livelihood support 

through distributing livelihood materials among 09 trained released prisoners. Total 

number of 100 released prisoners are getting these livelihood support by end of March 

2021.   

Mr. Iqbal Masud, Director, Health and Wash Sector, 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission presented the keynote and 

objective of the rehabilitation programme. The 

programme was presided over by Brigadier General Md. 

Mominur Rahman Mamun, Inspector General of Prisons, 

Prison Department, Bangladesh. 

Ms. Promita Sengupta, Head of programme, Rule of Law mentioned that, GIZ is working 

with the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of Law, 

Justice and Parliamentary Affairs to improve the quality of 

the criminal justice system, undertake reform initiatives 

and support in providing access to justice for prisoners. In 

2016, an extensive nation-wide collection and analysis of 

data covering one full year, showed that approximately 

half a million persons had travelled through Bangladesh’s prisons in that year. Of these, 

30% were accused of drug related offences. A refresher of this data in 2020 showed that 

this number had increased to 35%. 
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Released from Prisons 

108 

Persons Assisted in Courts and 

Police Stations 

1,546 

* As on 28 February 2021 | Source: Bangladesh 
Prisons Directorate 

** Prisoners were supported by contacting with 
family, collect case document from court and police 
stations, refer to lawyer, collect power of attorney, 
ensure sureties, deposit fine, follow up case etc. 

*** Paralegal  assists justice sekkers in court 
precinct (witnesses, victims, family members, 
onlookers and accused) and informt them on the 
court lay-out, court procedure, where to go, whom 
to meet with, and a range of support and referral 
services 

 

Prisoners Assisted 

1,197 

Prisoners Assisted** 

162,265 

Actual Population in 

Prisons* 

85,475 

Official Capacity of 

Prisoners in Bangladesh 

42,450 

Released from Prisons 

24,427 

Persons Assisted in Courts 

and Police Stations*** 

332,640 
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The same data had shown that in 2016, 30% of law 

enforcement activities had focused on drug related matters. 

In order to have a penal system that serves the purpose of 

corrections, and to maintain a manageable prison 

population, the emphasis has to be on rehabilitation and 

reintegration, including developing marketable skills, and 

providing treatment for addiction.  

The British High Commissioner H. E. Mr. Robert Chatterton 

Dixon said that, the 

livelihoods initiative 

marks the beginning of a 

new chapter in the lives 

of Bangladeshi prisoners 

and their families who 

are benefiting from the 

partnership between the UK, Germany, and Bangladesh. 

The United Kingdom, a long-time partner in Bangladesh's 

development, has placed great emphasis on security, safety, 

and justice. He was glad that, many released prisoners will 

get livelihood assistance through this joint project to 

rehabilitate themselves sustainably in the society. 

In the speech of special guest German Ambassador H.E. 

Mr. Peter Fahrenholtz 

said that, it is an 

excellent example of 

Bangladesh prisons 

using a correctional 

approach. Our support 

has always highlighted 

the importance of 

appropriate training 

inside prisons. The role of partnership in supporting the 

rehabilitation process both inside prisons and in 

communities has been one of the key achievements of a 

successful rehabilitation process. Germany is very happy to 

collaborate with the UK Government in this initiative. We 

encourage the government to progress on the road to justice 

reform, an important step in promoting rule of law. 

Special Guest Dr. Tarun Kanti Shikder, Additional Secretary 

(Admin and Finance), Security Services Division, MoHA said 

that, the Ministry of Home 

Affairs is giving priority to 

all administrative matters 

including proper 

recruitment of manpower, 

increase in efficiency, 

budget allocation, 

infrastructural development and so on. Ministry of Home 

Affairs and GIZ have been working together to turn prison 

into a correctional institution. 

Brigadier General Md. Mominur Rahman Mamun, Inspector 

General of Prisons 

presided over the 

inaugural programme 

mentioned in his 

speech that, in 

connection with 

modern practices and 

prisons management in other countries, Bangladesh Prison 

department is also planning to implement Sentence 

Planning based on ‘risk and needs assessment’ of each 

convicted prisoner; sentence planning will ensure reform 

and rehabilitation of the prisoners. He also mentioned about 

the several initiatives taken by the prison department to 

implement the Hon’ble Prime Minister's directive to 

transform prisons into a correctional facility, livelihood 

support is one of this initiative.  

Chief guest hon'ble Home Minister Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan, 

MP said that, the 

prisons will be turned 

into correction centres 

to rehabilitate 

prisoners back to 

normal life in line with 

the direction of Prime 

Minister. In addition, he also mentioned that, the present 

government is going to enact ‘Bangladesh Prisons and 

Correctional Services Act’ through the Department of Prisons 

and the Inter-Ministerial Committee to enact modern and 

timely laws by amending the existing Prisons Act. 

Ensuring Quality Legal Aid Services: Summary Recommendations 

The Government of Bangladesh 

commits to low cost and timely justice 

to the people and provides free legal 

aid services to the poor and 

vulnerable. Bangladesh also has a rich 

legacy of legal assistance provided by 

numerous non-government 

organizations. Both parties contribute 

to ensuring access to justice, and in 

the last decade many positive 

developments have been noticed in 

this field. The 8th FYP commits GoB 

to undertake assessments and studies 

to assess pathways to improved and 

quality services and create 

partnerships with various 

stakeholders.  

A study on ‘Ensuring Quality Legal Aid 

Services’ was conducted in response 

to the request of the Hon’ble Minister 

of Law, Justice and Parliamentary 

Affairs to the representatives of the 

UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth and 

Development Office (FCDO).   

Methodology: GIZ, on behalf of BMZ 

and FCDO, in consultation with 

National Legal Aid Services 

Organisation (NLASO) conducted a 

study on the quality of legal aid 

services. Three sets of data, i.e. 

institutional data, opinions of service 

providers and the service receivers’ 

perspective have been collated and 

triangulated to identify the areas for 

development. Around 250 people, 

including Panel Lawyers of the District 

Legal Aid Committee and NGOs, 
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Judges, District Legal Aid Officers, 

NLASO Officers, NGO staff and 

service receivers/beneficiaries were 

interviewed.  The respondents were 

selected randomly from the working 

districts of the project supported by 

GIZ. 

The main objectives of the study was 

to identify challenges and 

opportunities, and to collect 

recommendations for ensuring 

effective, timely and low-cost -legal aid 

services. 

Major findings and 

Recommendations:  

A) A Case Management and a 

Partnership approach for Effective and 

Measurable Legal Aid 

In every district DLAC, led by the 

District Judge, take a case 

management approach to tackling its 

legal-aid case load, i.e. looking at 

monthly aggregated figures (including 

inflow and outflow), setting monthly 

targets, setting strategy for timely case 

disposal and reviewing follow-up, 

disposal and carry over on a monthly 

basis. These activities could be based 

on annual target agreements for each 

district, based on the relevant findings 

of the Justice Audit for that district, 

and the commitments in the 8FYP.  

Development partners may assist in 

this exercise of data and target 

management.  

District target setting and assessment 

should rely on aggregated numbers 

produced by DLAC and NGOs. As the 

Justice Audit shows the actual 

numbers of legal aid cases being 

handled in each district is significant if 

both these numbers are added up. 

Agreements and partnerships will be 

required to reach these targets. These 

agreements, based on the model of 

the MoU signed under the current GIZ 

supported project, should include the 

Prisons, Department of Social 

Services (DSS), Juvenile 

Development Centres (JDC), Legal 

Aid NGOs, and clearly spell out the 

roles, responsibilities and deliverables. 

NLASO, supported by development 

partners could craft these agreements, 

supported by development partners in 

the process. Eventually, the Terms of 

Reference of DLAC under the Legal 

Aid Services Act (LASA) needs to be 

reviewed and adjusted to adopt the 

case management approach and to 

create the partnership with other GO-

NGO stakeholders. 

B) Simplification and Updating of 

Processes 

Remuneration and benefits for Panel 

Lawyers: Anecdotally, Panel Lawyers 

of DLAC often flag about their 

renumeration is lower than that of 

those working as NGOs Panel 

Lawyers, citing this as one of the 

barriers to ensure quality service for 

the client. The study, however, shows 

that the fees are almost same. In fact, 

DLAC panel lawyers may actually be 

receiving more as payment is by 

appearance, whereas most of the 

legal aid NGOs pay block fees. 

Further scrutiny shows that NGOs also 

have budgets for administrative and 

miscellaneous costs, from which 

lawyers can pay their clerks or collect 

court documents etc. This points to an 

area where the fee and cost structure 

might be adjusted to reflect the reality. 

Additionally, DLAC panel lawyers 

pointed to the need to simplify and 

expedite the procedure for settlement 

of bills and payment (Options 

mentioned were direct account 

transfer, BKASH etc.)   

In-built feedback loop for improved 

client satisfaction: The study shows 

that the clients are more or less 

satisfied with the service provided by 

DLAC panel lawyers. On the other 

hand, service providers rated the 

services provided by both the lawyers 

from legal aid NGOs and DLAC legal 

aid lawyers as low (Judges 2.68, 

Lawyers 3.87, DLAO 3.57 on a scale 

of 5). Ensuring client satisfaction is the 

main indicator for ensuring quality 

legal aid. The Study showed a direct 

correlation between client satisfaction 

and receiving expected result in the 

shortest possible time, a minimum 

number of visits to court, receiving 

transport costs for court visits and no 

other extra payments. 

The recommendation therefore is to 

position legal assistance close to the 

site and scale of the dispute and to 

bring the services proactively to the 

clients’ doorsteps. This will make more 

options to resolve disputes in pre-and 

post-case stages, reduce time, costs 

and visits to courts and legal aid 

offices, and increase client 

satisfaction. The recommendation is 

also to develop a time-scaled 

perception survey of clients to capture 

improvement in client satisfaction.   

C) Policy Reform  

Nation Legal Aid requires some 

updating and reform, including 

changes in the existing rules and 

regulations and LASA to make legal 

aid proactive and measurable. It also 

needs to establish a strong monitoring 

and follow up mechanism. For 

instance, Section 21A of LASA and 

Rule 15 of Legal Aid (Legal Advice 

and ADR) Rules 2015 provide the 

District Legal Aid Officer (DLAO) the 

authority for post case mediation. 

Courts, in actuality are also forwarding 

these cases to DLAO informally. 

However, these resolutions of disputes 

cannot be counted officially, as the 

Code of the Criminal Procedure 

(Cr.P.C.) does not have provisions for 

post-case mediation so far. Therefore, 

this points to the need for the required 

amendment in the Cr.PC.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic 

NLASO has shown significant success 

in providing legal assistance and have 

used innovative measures to collect 

information on prisoners, ensured 

seamless communication with DLAC 

in providing legal assistance for the 

unrepresented prisoners. These 

practices need to be captured under 

the definition of legal aid to 

institutionalise these practices and 

partnerships, and to widen the scope 

of legal aid.  

According to LASA, legal aid clients 

are to be provided case document free 

of cost. The study however showed 

that documents have to collect either 

by the lawyers’ clerk, or by clients 

themselves, or by the lawyers. This 

creates extra costs, which are then 

recovered from clients, which is 
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contradict the purpose of legal aid. A 

recommendation is to issue the 

necessary official orders or formulate 

the required rules to make it 

mandatory for case documents to be 

made available to clients in a proactive 

and simple way.  

Paralegals working in project areas 

have played a vital role in collecting 

case documents, following up cases 

for DLAC, maintaining communication 

with the client, collecting case 

information for unrepresented 

prisoners, and referring them to DLAC 

for necessary legal assistance.  DLAC 

Panel lawyers have acknowledged the 

importance of the role of Paralegals 

and their reliance on them. The 8th 

Five Year Plan also recognises the 

need to concretise a paralegal 

partnership and a recommendation is 

to undertake the necessary policy 

steps to institutionalise this support.    

D) Developing Capacity and Skills of 

the Panel Lawyers 

• Lawyers need better orientation on 

LASA and its rules and on DLAC 

processes.  

• Training is also required to 

familiarize them with recently 

introduced DLAC digital 

monitoring system, and on witness 

and case management, 

• Panel Lawyers have requested for 

orientation on updated laws and 

policies. These could include 

orientation on the Virtual Courts 

Act, and the forthcoming (DRAFT) 

“Bangladesh Prison and 

Correctional Services Act” etc. 

• Capacity development process 

should be supported through a 

partnership of state and non-state 

actors, (NGOs working on legal 

aid, women rights, child rights, 

disability etc.). Development 

partners working in access to 

justice and good governance 

sector could also support in this.  

Case Management through Case Coordination Committee (CCC) 

The Case Coordination Committee (CCC) is a forum of the 

criminal justice institutions and civil society representatives 

to discuss local problems of criminal justice system and find 

local solutions to tackle the case backlog, to monitor the 

progress of the project activities and report to the national 

Project Steering Committee (PSC) and Advisory Committee. 

Summary of the key decisions taken in February 2021 are 

highlighted as follows: 

Rajshahi: 67th Case coordination Committee (CCC) meeting 

was organized in Rajshahi on 23rd February 2021.  

• The Deputy Director of Department of Social Services, 

Probation Officer with the help of Paralegals will 

distribute the allowance to the selected release 

prisoners to facilitate their rehabilitation, as agreed in the 

previous CCC meeting. 

• The Public Prosecutors and relevant offices will discuss 

and take necessary steps to close the unnecessary 

witnesses. 

Mymensingh: 71st Case coordination Committee (CCC) 

meeting was organized in Mymensingh on 23 February 

2021.  

• Senior Jail Super in collaboration with Department of 

Youth Development will take initiative to provide training 

to the prisoners. 

• To follow-up drug related cases, the jail authority will 

send the list of released prisoners and submit it to the 

Deputy Director, Department of Narcotics Control. 

• The Probation officer will visit prison once in a week to 

accelerate probation related activities. 

Jashore: 67th Case coordination Committee (CCC) meeting 

was organized in Jashore on 24th February 2021.  

• In order to facilitate rehabilitation of released prisoners, 

the Jail authority and Paralegals will communicate with 

the District Magistrate to arrange special training or loan 

on easy conditions. 

Cumilla: 45th Case coordination Committee (CCC) meeting 

was organized in Cumilla on 24th February 2021.  

• The court, with help of the Paralegals, will take 

necessary steps to bring the medical witnesses of cases 

have been pending for a long for testimony. 

Madaripur: 117th Case coordination Committee (CCC) 

meeting was organized in Madaripur on 24th February 2021.  

• The police administration of Madaripur district will 

designate a police officer to follow-up list of the 

witnesses submitted to the Police Super. 

Sirajganj: 35th Case coordination Committee (CCC) meeting 

was organized in Sirajganj on 24th February 2021.  

• The District Legal Aid Officer requested Paralegals to 

follow up of the cases supported by government legal 

aid. 

Sylhet: 54th Case coordination Committee (CCC) meeting 

was organized in Sylhet on 24th February 2021.  

• The District Court and other relevant authorities will take 

necessary steps to resolve long pending cases and put 

emphasis on brining the witnesses on due date of case 

hearing. 
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Five Released Prisoners Rehabilitated by CCC 

As per decision of 34th Case Coordination Committee (CCC) meeting in Kustia, a sub 

committee was formed to facilitate the rehabilitation of the released prisoners and to 

reduce recidivism. In persuasion of the CCC decision, prisoner get training on 

Electronic materials with certification. To facilitate rehabilitation of released prisoners 

the Sub-committee identified five released prisoners. Mr. Md. Aslam Hossain, the 

District Commissioner has distributed electronic items and BDT 5000 to five released 

prisoners. 

Closing of Online Training on ‘Basic Mental Health to the Prison Staff’  
 

Last batch of online training on ‘Basic Mental Health to the 

Prison Staff’ was ended on 3 February 2021, with a 

closing ceremony. The training was jointly organized by 

the Prisons Directorate and Dhaka Ahsania Mission in 

collaboration with the Security Services Division of the 

Ministry of Home Affairs and GIZ with financial support of 

German and the UK Government.  

Training was started on 17 January 2021. Total number of 

104 prison officials have attended the training in 3 batches 

from 13 central jails across the country. The training was 

focuses on stress management, anger management and 

how to control own mind through mindfulness practices. 

Training was facilitated by Mr. Kamal Uddin Ahmed 

Chowdhury, Associate Professor, Department of Clinical 

Psychology and Ms. Husney Ara, Clinical Psychologist, 

University of Dhaka.  

Brigadier General Md. Mominur Rahman Mamun, Inspector 

General of Prisons, Prisons Directorate had attended the 

closing ceremony as chief guest. Ms. Tahera Yasmin, 

Operations Director, Rule of Law, GIZ Bangladesh had 

attended as special guest. Welcome speech and summary 

of achievements was shared by Mr. Iqbal Masud, Director, 

Health and WASH Sector, Dhaka Ahsania Mission.  

Ms. Tahera Yesmin has given emphasise in her closing 

remarks that, mental health issue is very important for all. All 

of us know that the existing Prisons Act will be changed, and 

prison will be turn into a correctional institute. GIZ is 

providing technical support regarding this. She hopes that, in 

future similar training will be held physically in all prisons 

across Bangladesh. 

Training on Legal Remedies relating to Violence against Women and Gender Based 

Violence 

To share a robust idea on Gender based Violence (GBV) 

including Domestic Violence (DV) and to combat against it, a 

training on ‘Legal Remedies relating to Violence against 

Women and Gender based Violence’ was organized by 

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST). The 

training was provided to the Paralegals, Panel Lawyers, Staff 

Lawyers, District Project Officers  (DPO) and Community 

Animators, so that they can address the GBV and DV related 

Male
90

Female
14

Medical 
Person

24

Non Medical 
Person

80

Participnts Analysis

Participant’s Feedback  

▪ It was mind blowing training. Contents were really helpful. After getting this training I found some ways to manage my 

work life stress and I think similar training is needed for all prison staff. Thanks to the organizer. Mr. Golam Mustafa, 

Lab Technician, Rajshahi Central Jail 

▪ Training was really excellent. Thanks to the IG prisons for arranging this training for us. It will be good to continue this 

type trainings. Mental health is very important part of our life. I hope in near future similar trainings will be organised in 

all prison. Dr. Mizanur Rahman, Assistant Surgeon, Sylhet Central Jail 

▪ Thanks to all trainers. Training was really helpful. I enjoyed the training, since, content wise it was really good. In future, 

we recommend for arranging training on Drug issues. Drug addiction and mental health is a common problem in prison. 

Mr. Imran Hossain, Warder, Jashore Central Jail 
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issues raises during the 

pandemic and can extend 

their support to the justice 

seekers.  

In February 2021, total 68 

Paralegals from 

Chattogram, Jashore, 

Barishal, Rajshahi, Madaripur, Gopalganj, Sirajganj, Dhaka, 

Bogura, Mymensingh, Rangpur and Cumilla participated in 2 

batches. 60 Panel lawyers, staff Lawyers and DPOs 

participated in the training in 2 batches. Moreover, 140 

Community Animators (Women 81, Men 59) participated in 

10 Batches of training from Madaripur, Gopalganj, Shariatpur, 

Thakurgaon and Dinajpur.  

COVID-19 Response: Distribution of Health and Hygiene Materials 

Under the COVID-19 responses of the Rule of Law 

programme, financed by the UK Government and German 

Government provides health and hygiene material support to 

the relevant Criminal Justice Institutions. As a part of this 

support, 450 pieces of hand sanitizer, 450 pieces of hand 

wash, 3 drum HTH (chlorine), one spray machine have been 

handed over to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) on 7 

February 2021. 

On behalf of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Mr. Md. Abul Kalam Talukdar, Deputy Secretary, Public Security Division and Mr. 

Kamal Ataher Hossain, Deputy Secretary, Security Services Division had received the Health and Hygiene Materials. 

Covid-19 Response: Support through Emergency Helpline Numbers 

Under the COVID-19 responses, RoL programme, 

financed by the UK and German Government on behalf 

of technical assistance by GIZ Bangladesh is providing 

emergency helpline numbers to ensure access to legal 

support to the most vulnerable, especially women, 

person with disabilities, victim of domestic violence etc.  

 In February 2021, a total number of 605 persons (438 

males and 167 females) were assisted through the 

emergency helpline numbers in 26 project districts. 

These districts are Brahmanbaria, Chandpur, 

Jhenaidah, Manikganj, Moulavibazar, Narsingdi, 

Gopalganj, Madaripur, Sirajganj, Barisal, Bogura, 

Chattogram, Cumilla, Dhaka, Faridpur, Gazipur, 

Jashore, Khulna, Kushtia, Mymensingh, Patuakhali, 

Rajshahi, Rangpur, Sylhet, Gaibandha and 

Institutions 
No. of 

Sanitizer 

HTH Chlorine 

(Drum) 

Sprayer 
Hand Wash Face Mask Face Shield 

Courts 261 - - 208 190 80 

Prisons       

District Legal Aid Office 30 - - - 20 5 

Ministry of Home Affairs 450 3 1 450 - - 

Total 741 3 1 658 210 85 

 

Participant’s Feedback  

▪ The Training was very helpful for us to learn the content of sex and gender-related violence and Acts such as Nari o 

Shishu Nirjatan Daman Ain 2000, Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection) Act 2010, Special Marriage Act, etc. 

Now I will be able to advise people more precisely and refer justice seekers to the proper Institution. I become more 

confident after participating in the training. –  Ms. Joya Ray, Paralegal, Rangpur 

▪ The training has expanded my knowledge on different laws especially Hindu Marriage Act. Before this training I did not 

know much about it. Now I can advise Hindu Justice seekers about Hindu Marriage registration. – Advocate Ali 

Haider Faruk, Judge Court, Sylhet 

▪ I liked the training very much. We learned Sexual Harassment and Violence Against Women by this training. Now we 

will be able to support community volunteer and aware community people about this issue. – Ms. Anzua Ara Begum, 

Community Animator, Bochaganj Upazilla, Dinajpur 

Court Info

COVID19 Issue

DLAO

Domestic Violence

Health Issue

Legal Issue

Police Stations

Prisoners Related

Others

88

2

30

23

17

299

6

88

52

Support Provided through Emergency 
Helpline Number in February 2021
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Victim/
Victim’s 
Family

Defendant/ 
Defendant’s 

Family

Lawyer Witness-
General

Witness-
Doctor

Witness-
Police

Police Others
Persons

473

224

16 39
1 17 11

169

Categories of Justice Seekers in LSID

Thakurgaon. Till date, a total number of 3,409 of persons 

(2453 males, 954 females and 2 children) were assisted 

since inception of the service. The nature of the assistance 

includes legal counselling, legal information, referred to 

District Legal Aid office and panel lawyers of respective 

PNGO’s etc. 

Covid-19 Response: Legal Service Respond to DV/GBV Survivors/Victims 

BLAST, one of the partner organization of Rule of 

Law is providing legal services to the victims of 

domestic violence and victims of gender-based 

violence in selected 15 districts of Bangladesh with 

cooperation of GIZ. In February 2021, a total 

number of 158 beneficiaries were provided legal 

assistance on DV and GBV survivors/victims. 

Among them 138 were female and 20 were male. 

Out of the 158, 117 (18 males and 99 females) 

beneficiary received legal advices, 7 (all are female) 

were supported through mediations, 6 (all are 

female) were supported through litigations and 28 (2 

males and 26 females) beneficiaries were referred.  

Awareness Raising on COVID-19 for Released Prisoners  

In order to prevent COVID-19 pandemic, an initiative of 

awareness raising activities on COVID-19 to the released 

prisoners are provided by the Rule of Law Programme. It is 

very important for prisoners to know the correct information 

about COVID-19 to prevent thyself along with family. In 

February 2021, a total number of 84 (59 male and 25 

female) released prisoners were provided information on 

COVID-19 both over telephone and at jail gate by the 

Rehabilitation Supervisors cum Counsellors (RSCC). It 

needs to be mentioned that, a pack of information materials 

has been developed for 

providing information on 

corona virus, its spread, 

sign and symptoms, 

treatment, prevention, 

national helpline numbers 

and the list of hospitals. 

This helps the released prisoners to aware about this 

disease and protect their family members. 

Follow up of the Released Prisoners 

Follow up is an ongoing process for the released prisoners. In February 2021, a total number of 50 released prisoners were 

followed up over phone in four working prisons. Among them 40 were male and 10 females. Followed up 50 released 

prisoners are now involved in different employment and contributing in their families. 2 of them are now leading drug free life 

after attending project supported motivational counselling, drug counselling, and skill development training inside prison during 

imprisonment. 

An Analysis of Legal Service Information Desk (LSID) 

Paralegals are providing legal information to the justice seekers at Court premises. This approach is being institutionalized by 

CCCs through establishing Legal Service Information Desks (LSID) in 26 project districts. These LSIDs provide information on 

locating legal aid services, identifying court, legal procedures, case documents and other related information. Information and 

beneficiary wise analysis of LISD in February 2021 is as follows:  

 

 

Total Legal
Advice

Mediation Litigation Referral

158

117

7 6

28

Legal Service Respond to DV/GBV 
Survivors/Victims
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Case Studies on Rehabilitation  

Released Prisoner Received Sewing Machine and House in 

Government’s Housing Scheme  

Selim (pseudonym), a landless day labour was arrested in a 

drug case and sent to Chattogram Central Jail in September 

2016, left behind his wife and three children in a miserable 

condition. He was the only breadwinner in his family. Due to 

his poor financial condition he could not manage appoint any 

lawyer. He approached to the Paralegals to assist him to get 

released from prison.  

Paralegals assisted him by appointing a lawyer. Selim was 

released on bail on 15 December 2016. He regularly 

appeared before Court on court hearing dates. The court 

found him guilty and sentenced him 6 months of 

imprisonment. Paralegals assisted him to file an appeal and 

the Appellate Court acquitted him from the charge, however, 

he was remained in close contact with the Paralegals.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he communicated with the 

Paralegals and expressed his hardships to maintain his family 

by working as a day labour. He also had experience of 10 

years as a 

tailor. He was 

provided 

survival 

package by 

the Paralegals. Afterwards, the Paralegals communicated Mr. 

Md. Shahidul Islam, Deputy Director, Department of Social 

Services and Ms. Paruma Begum, Probation Officer to 

facilitate his rehabilitation.  

A sewing machine was arranged by the Department of Social 

Services and it was handed over to Selim on 7 January 2021.  

He expressed his gratitude for entire support provided by the 

Paralegals and requested to help him to get a plot in 

government housing scheme for the homeless people. The 

Paralegals introduced him with the Probation Officer. Selim 

received a house in government housing scheme on 23 

January 2021. He is now maintaining a peaceful life.   

Fight for a Modest Life  

Renu (Pseudonym) lived in Dhaka with her family. She has 

three brothers and five sisters. Her father was a businessman 

and they were a happy family. She got married immediately 

after her SSC examination. She has been leading a happy life 

after her marriage with her husband and two kids until her 

husband became a substance user.  

Her husband has been detached from other family members 

due to his drug addiction. All of their family members were 

started to avoid them. Renu tried to convince her husband 

about the consequences of drug addiction but failed. Renu 

became arrogant towards her husband and started taking 

drugs herself. But few days later she realized that it was a 

wrong decision. She also became drug addicted and their 

children started to suffer. Finally, she and her husband started 

to drug peddling. One day she was arrested by police with 

1200pcs of Yaba. She was accused in a drug case and sent 

to Kashipur Female Central Jail. 

During her imprisonment, she met with the Rehabilitation 

Supervisor cum Counsellor (RSCC) and attended skill 

development training on block batik trade organised by the 

project. She earned some money inside the prison by block 

batik skills. 

She was released on bail in July 2020. After her release, she 

found her daughter as drug dependant, due to lack of parental 

guidance. Renu became upset and communicated with the 

RSCC of the project. She admitted her daughter to Ahsania 

Mission Female Drug Treatment Centre. She has started 

home-based handicraft activities and earing of BDT 8000 per 

month. She is dreaming to be a big entrepreneur in future and 

never get back to drug addiction again. 

 

Government
legal aid
service

Location of
 courts  Ajlas

Location of
 courts
offices

Case  related
 Information

GO and
NGO Victim

Support
Center/
welfare
services

Basic law
 Information

Paralegal
 Advisory
Service

Others

186

299

233

78

1
26 46

81

Information Provided by LSID 
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Community Based Activities 

Meeting with Police 

In order to build 

linkage with Police 

Station to assist with 

referring women and 

girls, a total of 3 

meetings were held 

with Tungipara 

Police Station, 

Gopalgonj on 

February 2, 2021 Mithapukur Police Station, Rangpur and 

Pirganj Police Station, Thakurgaon on February 28, 2021. 

Officer-In-Charge, Sub Inspector, Assistant Sub Inspector, 

Village Police and Project Staff have participated in the 

meetings.   

 UP members and ULAC 

Meeting with UP and ULAC members  

15 meetings were held with 

the members of Union 

Parishad and Union Legal 

Aid Committee (ULAC) at 

different unions in 

Rangpur, Dinajpur, 

Thakurgaon, Madaripur, 

Gopalgonj and Shariatpur 

in February 2021. The meeting was focused on strengthening 

linkage between CBOs and UP-ULAC to work together to 

provide support for victim women and girls. Chairpersons and 

other members of UP, Community Animators and project staff 

were participated in the meetings.   

Community Based Activities

526 beneficiaries have been assisted in February 

2021. Out of them, 496 are women and 30 are girls. 

Among 526 beneficiaries, 151 (131 women and 20 

girls) have been provided with advice, 266 (257 

women and 09 girls) were supported through 

RJ/Mediation and 109 (108 women and 01 girls) 

were supported to get access to social safety net 

packages. 

Case Study: Reinstated Dream of a Girl through Community Intervention  

Dipti Bol (Pseudonym), age 16 years, 

is a student of class nine. She lives 

with her parents at Krishnapur village 

of Boultoli union in Gopalgonj district. 

Her dream is to be a teacher. She is 

very attentive in her study. During 

COVID-19 situation, her school is 

closed but she is continuing her 

studies at home with her own initiative. 

Her father is a farmer. COVID-19 

situation made him financially 

vulnerable. As Dipti’s school is closed 

and his income became low, his father 

has decided to give her marry. He 

arranged marriage of Dipti with Sudeb 

(pseudonym), age 22, who runs 

decorator shop.   

Discussion of the marriage was going 

on between two parties and in this 

perspective, on 10 February 2021, 

Banani Bol, the Community Animator 

being a neighbour of Dipti went to 

fetch water from a nearby deep tube-

well. There she met Dipti’s paternal 

aunt. While chatting, she informed her 

about Dipti’s marriage. Banani Bol 

immediately went to Dipti’s house and 

met with her mother. That time Dipti’s 

father was not at home. Banani Bol 

expressed her the adverse effect of 

child marriage. She also reminded her 

the bright prospect of Dipti. In reply, 

Dipti’s mother told that though Dipti’s 

father is strict with his decision, Banani 

Bol can talk with him in this regard.  

On February 11, 2021 Banani Bol 

consulted with Chanchal Roy, the UP 

member and Shamar Bol, Community 

Volunteer over phone. They made 

commitment to try their best to stop 

Participant’s Feedback  

▪ We will continue our committed effort to provide best 

possible protection to women and girls. – Mr. A.F.M.  

Nasim, Officer-In-Charge, Tungipara Police Station 

▪ Separate help desk for women and girls has been 

opened in our police station so that victim women and 

girls can get prompt services. – Mst. Afroza Begum, 

Assistant Sub Inspector, Pirganj Police Station, 

Thakurgaon 

 

Participant’s Feedback  

▪ I am very pleased to know that petty disputes are 

being dissolved locally through Restorative Justice 

which is very much helpful for women and girls to get 

speedy remedy. – Mr. Md. Jakir Hossain, 

Chairperson, Baligram Union Parishad, Kalkini, 

Madaripur  

▪ We have to aware women and girls in our locality 

about the way of prevention and protection of violence 

against women and sexual harassment. – Mst. 

Mafuja Begum, Member, Atgaon Union Parishad, 

Bochagonj, Dinajpur 

 

Total Assistance to
Women and

Girls

Assistance
for

RJ/Mediation

Assistance
for Social
Safety Net

526

151
266

109

Community-based Activities
February 2021



Monthly Report: Rule of Law  February 2021 

 
 

10 | P a g e  
 

the child marriage. They decided to 

discuss with Dipti’s parents. According 

to their plan, Banani Bol talked with 

Dipti’s father over phone about Dipti’s 

marriage. Next day, they went to 

Dipti’s house. They met with Dipti’s 

parents and requested not to marry off 

Dipti so early. At first, Dipti’s father 

explained various reason in favour of 

their decision. Banani Bol mentioned 

that if Dipti become mother at an early 

age, her life will be in danger. Being a 

good student, Dipti should obtain 

higher degree. She urged to give more 

opportunities for her study. UP 

member Chanchal Roy reminded that, 

arranging child marriage is a criminal 

offence. So, they should change their 

decision to avert legal complication.  

After a long discussion, they had 

convinced Dipti’s parents to refrain 

from arranging child marriage. Dipti’s 

parents realized their mistake. They 

promised to provide all supports to 

Dipti to continue her study. All of them 

wished that Dipti will fulfil her dream 

by engaging herself in teaching 

profession after ending her study. 

According to the decision in the 

meeting, Dipti is now continuing her 

study. 

Community Radio campaign ‘Khola 

Janala’ 

COVID-19 pandemic has increased vulnerabilities for the 

disadvantaged and marginalised communities. Economic 

stress on families has placed women and children, in 

particular girls, at greater risk of exploitation. In response, 

the Rule of Law Programme has been implementing an 

awareness campaign on ‘Access to Justice’ through 

Community Radio show ‘Khola Janala (Open Window)’. 

The main objective of the campaign is to empower justice 

seekers including the rural community with information on 

national and district level helpline numbers and increase 

community access to legal services provided by the 

government to improve their situation. 

The community radio campaign is being implemented under 

three thematic areas and has covered issues relating to 

Violence Against Women (VAW) focusing on gender-based 

violence and domestic violence. The radio programmes 

have also focused on prevention of child marriage, child 

abuse and also highlighted the importance of education and 

mental well-being for children. The third thematic area on community dispute resolution will be focusing on solving disputes at 

the local level through alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms.  

Information and services on disability and information related to Government Legal Aid services are included in all the 

messages as crosscutting issue. The messages contain information on the National Helpline for Legal Aid - 16430, National 

Emergency Helpline – 999 and National Helpline to prevent violence against women and children - 109, National Children 

Helpline- 1098, etc. The messages are being disseminated in regional dialects and broadcasted through 16 community radio 

stations. The campaign will run till end of the March 2021.  

 

Feedback shared by Community Radios  

▪ 21-year-old Afroza Sultana Pakhi, is more aware about the concept of child marriage after listening to the radio show 
‘Khola Janala’ on Community Radio, Boral. She shares her learning about the detrimental effects of child marriage with 
her family and friends and encourages them to call the National Helpline in case of any emergency or legal counselling. 
She says, “Thanks to the show, ‘Khola Janala’, I am well-informed about the different emergency numbers – 109 & 999 
and the National Helpline for legal aid – 16430” 

▪ ‘Many of my neighbours are victims of domestic violence but choose not to raise their voice for the sake their children 
and society. Many of them do not even know where to seek support or reach for counselling. ‘Khola Janala’ is a great 
initiative that informs community members about different services provided by the government and I am very happy to 
be a part of this awareness campaign’ mentioned Nishi Begum, Assistant Manager, Radio Meghna.  

She also added, “One of our listeners came across the hotline numbers for violence against women (VAW) and National 
Helpline for legal aid on our Facebook page and informed us that, she has preserved the list for future use in case of an 
emergency legal support”.  

a)  
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Improvement of the Real Situation of Overcrowding in Prisons in Bangladesh (IRSOP) 
A joint project of Bangladesh Ministry of Home Affairs and Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
 
 

Justice Reform and Corruption Prevention (JRCP) 
A project of Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs and Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale  

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
 
 

Supported by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and  
the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) 

 

Achievements of Access to Justice in February 2021

Name of the District Prisoners Assisted Released from Prison Persons Assisted Outside 

Prisons 

Barisal 71 5 67 

Bogura 47 4 53 

Brahmanbaria 26 5 42 

Chandpur 28 4 40 

Chattogram 40 1 34 

Cumilla 40 2 65 

Dhaka 109 21 81 

Faridpur 23 4 79 

Gaibandha 52 0 57 

Gazipur 72 3 84 

Gopalganj 32 1 82 

Jhenaidah 28 0 31 

Jashore 69 5 74 

Khulna 45 6 49 

Kustia 49 2 49 

Madaripur 29 1 37 

Manikganj 38 5 26 

Moulvibazar 31 5 56 

Mymensingh 58 3 55 

Narsingdi 36 2 48 

Patuakhali 34 3 41 

Rajshahi 39 0 81 

Rangpur 96 18 116 

Sirajganj 21 0 30 

Sylhet 39 6 96 

Thakurgaon 45 2 73 

Total 1,197 108 1,546 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


