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Female UP members should be legally
empowered
Discussion on their exclusion told
Staff Correspondent
The government should formulate rules specifying the power and jurisdiction of female
members of reserved seats in the Union Parishads (UPs) to end discriminations against them,
a discussion was told yesterday.
Chairmen and male members of UPs deprive their females colleagues of their due honour and
power in many ways due to lack of government rules, while empowerment of female
members is crucial for strengthening local government bodies, they viewed.
They were speaking at a discussion on the “activities and power of female members of
reserved seats of Union Parishads”, organised by Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust
(BLAST) at The Daily Star Centre in the capital.
Osnara Parul, a female member of Kalikapur UP under Manda upazila of Naogaon, said the
chairman and male members joining hands together deprived females in implementing social
safety net programmes.
For example, a general ward male member gets 35 VGF cards, and proportionately, a female
member of reserved seat is supposed to get 105 cards because each reserved seat represents
three general wards, she said. “But we get only 30 VGF cards,” she said.
Kastontina Hasda, female member of Dewpara UP under Godagari upazila of Rajshahi, said
in most cases the chairman and male members kept them in the dark about activities of the
UP.
“For example, the chairman has recently set up some tube-wells in my areas. But I know
nothing about it. How many tube-wells have been allotted to my area, where would they be
set up, and what is the source of the fund?” she said.
Presenting a keynote paper, BLAST official Tajul Islam said at least a third of the safety net
programmes like VGD, VGF, widow allowance, elderly allowance, and others should be
implemented by female members, but in reality, women's involvement with implementing
such activities was very low.

In absence of the chairman, a female member along with two other male members is
supposed to perform duties of the chairman, but in reality, the female member hardly gets the
chance, he said in the paper.
Lawmaker Fazle Hossain Badsha, also member of the parliamentary standing committee on
the LGRD ministry, said women empowerment must be ensured for strengthening local
government bodies that was the prime prerequisite for flourishing democracy.
He opined for direct budgetary allocations for local government bodies so that rural people
really get the benefit.
Shirin Akhter, general secretary of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-Inu), said the state and
administration should extend all-out cooperation for enforcing law relating to women's rights.
She also urged women to raise their voice together for establishing their rights.
However, Local Government Division's Deputy Secretary Mahbubur Rahman said his
ministry had already taken different initiatives for empowering women who were elected
representatives of different local government bodies.

