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Summary  
In Bangladesh marriage, separation and divorce related issues are governed by 
personal laws and due to the fact that women do not get the same financial 
benefit in case of separation, dissolution of marriage or in times of marriage. 
This situation is leading towards financial disparity among women and causes 
violation of their rights. Considering this situation and for the purpose of 
ensuring equality and justice for women BLAST has prepared outline for 
“Family Support cell” by consulting with the concerned stakeholders, lawyers 
and judges. A sharing meeting was held on 26th September 2016 at Conference 
room, Jatiya Mahila Snagstha regarding proposed “Family Support Cell”. 
 
General Discussion and Recommendations by Participants  

 District Judge said that “Family support cell is essential for 
marginalized women but it should not confined into the realization of 
dower only but needs to expand its’ periphery. He also said that 
“People are not interested to come to the court therefore there is a 
need for advocacy regarding this. He emphasized on the fact that 
exclusive family courts are need to be established for the purpose of 
speedy remedy”.  

 

 The Lawyers and representatives of BLAST from different Unit offices 
echoed the necessity and importance of having family support cell to 
ensure financial justice for the marginalized and vulnerable women 
and also said that the idea of family support cell is practical and 



logical and is necessary for the speedy trial and execution of a 
decree. They recommended for a counsellor who will provide 
counselling service to the depressed woman and will explain the legal 
procedures so that she does not lose hope on the legal system.  

 

 Deputy Director of NLASO said that, to protect women especially who 
are marginalized and vulnerable from violence and discrimination 
establishing family support cell is of utmost importance and NLSAO 
may also consider having a separate family support cell of its own.  

 
Chairperson’s Remarks  
Justice Md. Awlad Ali, Vice Chairman, BOT, BLAST talked about the procedures 
regarding summon. He said that there is no exclusive family court in 
Bangladesh therefore it is difficult to ensure the financial remedy for women 
who are vulnerable and marginalized. He emphasized on exclusive cell of 
responsibilities among the judges and simplifying the whole procedure for the 
sake of ensuring justice. 
 

 
Participants 
Advocate Tajul Islam gave presentation on the background, importance and 
necessity to establish family support cell .The event was chaired by Honourable 
Justice Md. Awlad Ali, Vice Chairman, BOT, BLAST. Total 54 participants 
present there (Female: 19 Male: 35) including District Judge and Joint District 
Judge of Dhaka Judge Court, NLASO representatives and Judges, lawyers, and 
representatives from BLAST were also present.  
 
Reported by:       All Photo Credit: 
Sarban Tahura Zaman      Ehsanul Amin 
Researcher at BLAST.      IT officer, HO, BLAST  


