
RANA PLAZA COMMEMORATION EVENTS 

The catastrophic Rana Plaza building collapse on 24 April 2013 resulted in the deaths of 

1133 workers and injured over 2800 others. It is unfortunate that a whole year after the 

biggest industrial accident in the history of Bangladesh, we still do not know why Rana Plaza 

collapsed, who was responsible, who will be held to account and when.  

THEREFORE, WE DEMAND: 

1. Completion of the investigation of causes of Rana Plaza Collapse, including role of 
public authorities, and private actors 

2. Prosecution of those responsible 
3. Remedies for victims and survivors  
4. Compensation for workplace deaths & injuries  

 
Reform of the current legal framework  

 Ensure compensation for workplace deaths and injuries to take into account the 
following criteria: 

o Amount a worker could have earned during their life time until retirement or 
losing the ability to work  

o Gratuity and other legal dues owed at retirement  
o Payment of medical expenses  
o Estimated cost of living for the worker as well as their dependents. 

 Provide for alternative employment for one family member in each family of a 
deceased or permanently disabled worker.  

 Provide such alternative employment /livelihood opportunities on the basis of 
reasonable accommodation to permanently /temporarily disabled workers. 

 
5. Building safety 

 Designate an appropriate regulatory authority in line with a High Court judgment 
and order to ensure enforcement of the Bangladesh National Building Code 
immediately  

 Empower the authority to undertake periodic inspections of buildings to ensure that 
buildings are not extended illegally  

 Amend laws to ensure assessment of building structural plans in addition to the 
architectural plan 

 Appoint more Building Inspectors 

 Ensure mandatory display of building construction and occupancy permits sat 
buildings 

 
6. Fire safety 

 Improve inter agency communication and coordination with respect to fire safety 
approvals 

 Appoint more Fire Safety Inspectors 

 Amend the Labour Code to empower inspectors to impose penalties on employers 
who violate statutory fire safety standards  



 Amend the Code to create a periodic follow up and inspection process to ensure that 
fire safety standards are being complied with  

 Amend the Code to empower workers to place direct complaints of violation of fire 
and safety standards before relevant authorities 
 

A year since the collapse, on 24 April 2014 BLAST, commemorated those devastated by the 

tragedy through participating in various solidarity meetings and demonstrations.  

Among various other events being organised in memory of the lives lost and destroyed, the 

Shromik Nirapotta Forum (SNF) was organised the Candle light memorial in memory of the 

lives lost and destroyed in Rana plaza on 23 April 2014 in Rana Plaza, Savar.  

Students and officials of educational institutions all over the country, encouraged by BLAST, 

held a minute of silence in memory of all the lives lost and destroyed on 24 April 2014 

BLAST participated in a commemoration meeting organised by Shromik Nirapotta Forum at 

the Jurain graveyard to pay homage to the deceased workers laid to rest at the graveyard. 

Workers leaders and human rights activists participated at this meeting.  

BLAST also organised a demonstration before the Supreme Court of Bangladesh in solidarity 
with the victims of Rana Plaza and demanding safe workplaces and compensation for the 
dead and injured workers. Lawyers from the High Court and BLAST staff took part in the 
demonstration. This news was also published in news paper Daily Samakal, Daily 
kalerkantho and online bd24live.com, loksamaj.com and sorejominbarta.com (pls see the 
link) 

http://www.samakal.net/2014/04/25/55099 

http://www.kalerkantho.com/print-edition/priyo-desh/2014/04/25/76689/print 

http://bd24live.com/5/23/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%AA

%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-

%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE-

%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-

%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF/ 

http://loksamaj.com/index.php?action=page&categoryid=21&postid=51658 

http://www.samakal.net/2014/04/25/55099
http://www.kalerkantho.com/print-edition/priyo-desh/2014/04/25/76689/print
http://bd24live.com/5/23/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF/
http://bd24live.com/5/23/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF/
http://bd24live.com/5/23/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF/
http://bd24live.com/5/23/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF/
http://bd24live.com/5/23/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF/

