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To celebrate this year’s International Women’s Day on 8 March 2014, the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) Justice for All program, the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and 

Bangladesh Legal Aid & Services Trust (BLAST) jointly held a seminar at the R.C. Mojumdar Auditorium Lecture 

Theater, Dhaka University, titled “Participation of Women in the Legal Justice System: Obstacles and 

Expectations”. 

Mahbuba Akhter, Assistant Director (Communication and Advocacy) of BLAST, delivered the keynote speech, 

after which the audience was shown a documentary, produced by BLAST, about the role of women in the 

judiciary and the obstacles that they face, entitled “Waiting for Justice”. 

Sharmeen Farouk, the Deputy Chief of Party for USAID’s Justice for All program, then introduced to the 

audience the history of International Women’s Day. Later, Sandra Feinzig, the Chief of Party for USAID’s Justice 

for All program, formally greeted those participating in the seminar, particularly the women who were in 

attendance. 

The day’s panelists included Nurunnahar Osmani, President of the Women Judges Association; Shila Rahman, 

Barrister and Head of English for Law; Nazneen Nahar, Advocate in the Bangladesh Supreme Court; Amatul 

Karim, Advocate and D.G of the Bangladesh Supreme Court; and Sushmita Chakma, Advocate in the Rangamati 

Judge Court. Each speaker highlighted issues of importance to women, and shared anecdotes from their 

personal and professional lives with the audience.  

The panel discussed social, cultural and economic barriers to female participation in the legal profession, and 

addressed how these hurdles can be overcome. The participants suggested that the legal sector must be better 

tailored to female participants. Advocate Amatul Karim stated that “… the legal profession has quite the widest 

ambit, and as such there are lots of opportunities waiting around the corner. However, there are constraints as 

well and the women of this day and age must have the much needed preparation, courage and aspirations”. 

Women who had attended the seminar were inspired to join the respectable and grand legal profession as a 

result of this dialogue. 

Nurunnahar Osmani, President of the Women Judges Association, added that “… all the women present here 

represent the brightest of stars, but that is not the condition of all women around the world. But they can 

inspire those whoever aspires for success in their professional lives”. 

Advocate Sushmita Chakma of Judge Court, Rangamati, said that “… women in this profession of law really do 

face many obstacles, for which many cannot just survive the brutal and demanding professional life. This is the 

hostile situation that exists now which needs to be changed, post haste”.  

Many other reputable women were present at the seminar, ranging from female justices, lawyers, teachers 

and students of Law departments from many renowned Universities.  
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