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9 July 2019  

Press Release 

Need a complete rule to activate current functions of the Arbitration Council, 

which falls under the scope of the Muslim Family Law Ordinance, 1961 

Concerning the matter of making the arbitration council more effective, the speakers 

emphasised on the importance of complete rules, the proper implementation of law and 

training of the members of the arbitration council. Today, on the 9th of July 2019, at the 

Daily Star building, a meeting on the exchange of opinions on the role of ‘The Arbitration 

Council in the Local Judicial System’, took place. At the event, there were discussions about 

the matter of the current functions of the Arbitration Council, which falls under the scope 

of the Muslim Family Law Ordinance, 1961. Furthermore, recommendations were also put 

forth at the event regarding the steps  of Arbitration Council should take to play a more 

active role in the dispute resolutions, the barriers they face in doing so and the steps they 

can undertake to overcome the barriers.  

It must be mentioned that Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) and Madaripur 

Legal Aid Association (MLAA) have been providing their services for a long time now to 

ensuring the effectiveness of Arbitration Councils, which falls under the scope of the 

Muslim Family Law Ordinance, 1961 and strengthening the Arbitration Councils.  With 

regard to enable them to play a more active role in resolving disputes of Muslim domestic 

conflicts. BLAST and MLAA have jointly researched about the functionality of Arbitration 

Councils. On this subject, Advocate Tajul Islam, Advisor (Advocacy and Capacity Building), 

of BLAST presented a synopsis of the afore-mentioned research’s report. In the research, 

the weaknesses of the Arbitration Councils’ activities, under the current local government, 

came up. At the same time, suggestions were put forth in relation to strengthening the 

Arbitration Councils.  

Mr MD. Moshiur Rahman Ranga MP, (a member of the Ministry of Local Government, 

member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee and the Chief Whip of the opposition 

party in the parliament) expressed his opinion on correcting the laws also,addressing the 

initiatives and an impartial justice system. Justice A.F.M. Abdur Rahman, retired Justice of 

the Supreme Court’s High Court Division and a member of BLAST’s board of trustees, 

emphasised on the need for implementation of the law and formulation of the rules. 

Justice MD. Nizamul Haque, retired Justice of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 

and BLAST’s Chief Legal Advisor, expressed his opinion of bringing issues relating to the 

obtaining of dower and maintenance of parents, within the scope of power of the 

Arbitration Councils. 
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MLAA’s principal co-ordinator Khan MD. Shaheed presented the program. At the event, 

District Judge Fouzul Azim (Chief Research Officer, Law Commission) said that to make the 

Arbitration Councils more effective, specific changes need to be made. He further 

recommended that whether or not Family Court and Legal Aid Officers can be connected 

to the functions of Arbitration Councils is a matter that should be taken into consideration. 

Furthermore, Tahmina Begum (Honorary Member of Parliament of Reserved Seats), 

Khondokar MD. Nazmul Huda Shamim (Law Officer of Dhaka North City Corporation), MD. 

Akbar Hossain (Senior Assistant Secretary of the Ministry of Local Government (Law-1) ), 

the Mayor of Madaripur and Gopalganj, various Union Parishad Chairmen and members, 

the Mayor of Pouroshobha, and commissioners expressed their opinions.  
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