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Press Release 

 
First judgment under Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act, 2013 –  

Life sentences for convicted Police officers and compensation for victim  

 

On 9th September 2020, the Dhaka Sessions Judge, K.M. Imrul Kayes, at approximately 2:00 PM, has 

delivered the judgment under the Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act, 2013 convicting five 

persons including three police officers for the 2014 torture and killing of Ishtiaque Hossain Jonny (24). 

The three Police Officers -Zahidur Rahman Zahid, Rashedul Hassan, and Kamruzzaman Mintu were 

sentenced to imprisonment for life, and to pay a fine of Tk. 20,000 each. The two police sources, Sumon 

and Russel, were given seven years of rigorous imprisonment and ordered to pay a Tk. 20,000 fine each. 

In addition, the Court ordered a compensation payment of Tk. 2, 00, 000 (2 lakhs) by each Police Officer 

to the family of the victim.  
 

The case was filed on 7th August, 2014, by the brother of the victim - Mohammad Imtiaz Hossain Rocky 

(23 then).The prime accused in the case were the said three police officers from Pallobi Police Station 

in Dhaka – Sub-Inspector Zahidur Rahman Zahid, Additional Sub-Inspector Rashedul, and Additional 

Sub-Inspector Kamruzzaman Mintu - and two police sources, Sumon and Russel. These given persons 

were tried for the alleged custodial torture and death of Jonny (29), a driver, after he was arrested from 

a wedding ceremony.  There were 24 prosecution witnesses, and no defence witnesses. Arguments 

concluded on 24 August, 2020.  
 

Justice (retired) Mohammad Nizamul Haque, Chief Legal Advisor of BLAST and former Justice of 

the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, commented, “The hopes that were raised by the passing 

of the 2013 Act were partly realised in this judgment. It will show everyone that we are bound to respect 

the law.  I hope that this judgment will contribute to ending custodial death.” 
 

Barrister Sara Hossain, Hon Executive Director of BLAST, remarked: “Today is an important day 

and marks a step forward in securing accountability for acts of torture by the police in Bangladesh. This 

is a real tribute to Jonny’s family that they have pursued justice this far and overcome many obstacles 

placed in their way. They have battled for six long years to win this judgment and they will need to keep 

fighting and we are proud to stand by them.” 
 

Advocate Bodiuzzaman Topadar, a Panel Lawyer of BLAST, who represented Rocky on a pro bono 

basis in the High Court Division, said, “This landmark judgment will enable everyone to seek justice 

from Court for those who have been tortured and killed in custody.” 
 

Taqbir Huda, Research Specialist, BLAST, said, “This is an incredibly significant case which penalises 

errant police officers for custodial torture and death: a problem which has long existed in our country 

and justice for which has been largely impossible to ensure. It is not only the first case under the Torture 

and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act 2013 but also the first case which successfully realises the state 

obligation to prosecute and punish perpetrators of torture under the UN Convention Against 

Torture.  We had highlighted Jonny’s case in Human Rights Forum Bangladesh - HRFB’s stakeholders’ 

submission to the UN Committee Against Torture in their last reporting cycle in 2019, as the only known 

case where the 2013 Act was being put to test. We hope this case encourages past, present and future 

victims of custodial torture and families affected by custodial death, to come forward and enforce their 

right under the 2013 Act. Although the compensation amounts under the 2013 Act, by being capped at  
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2 lakhs for custodial death remains shamefully minimal, there is some solace in the fact that it is treated 

as mandatory.”  

 

Background:  

According to the FIR, on 9  February, 2014, at approximately 2:00 am, when Ishtiaque Hossain Jonny 

(24) was trying to stop a man named Sumon disturbing female guests at a wedding ceremony in Pollobi, 

Mirpur, the police  and two other persons -  Sumon and Rasel - arrived at the venue  and took Jonny and 

his brother, Rocky, to the Pollobi Police Station. Due to severe torture inflicted on him, Jonny was 

declared dead when his mother tried to admit him to the hospital in the morning.  
 

When Jonny’s mother went to the police station the following day to file a case, the police refused to 

accept it. In order to cover up the facts, the accused S.I. Shovon Kumar Saha recorded case no. 16 in 

Pollobi Police Station on 09 February, 2014, under sections 188/323/302/34 of the Penal Code, alleging 

that Jonny’s death was due to a fight that broke out between two groups. Ziaur Rahman, Officer –in –

Charge, Pollobi Police Station filed an FIR against Rocky and Johny, alleging they were involved with 

the drugs trade and other criminal activities. Rocky himself was taken into custody.  
 

On 7th August, 2014, Rocky filed a case (Metropolitan Criminal Case No. 6171/14) under sections 

15(1), (2), (3) and (4) of the Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act, 2013 before the Metropolitan 

Sessions Court, Dhaka, in relation to the torture and custodial death of his brother. 

Section 15 (1) provides a penalty of five year rigorous imprisonment, or a 50 thousand Taka minimum 

fine, or both, for violation of section 13(1) which says any person that tortures another will be held guilty 

under this provision.  
 

Section 15(2) stipulates that if a victim dies due to torture in violation of section 13(1), the person 

responsible will be punished with rigorous imprisonment for life, a fine of Tk. 1, 00, 000, or both. 

Section 15(3) states that if a person is in violation of 13(2) of the Act, they shall be punished with two 

years rigorous imprisonment, a minimum fine of Tk. 20,000, or both. All fines under section 15 (1), (2), 

& (3) must be paid within 14 days of the passing of the sentence.  
 

On 15 January, 2018, two of the  accused Police Officers (A.S.I Rashedul Hassan and A.S.I. Md. 

Kamruzzaman Minto) filed a case (Criminal Case No. 13678/18 under section 561A of the CrPC) in the 

High Court praying for the proceedings to be quashed. On 12th March, 2018, the High Court initially 

issued a Rule and ordered a stay on the case.  Almost a year later, on 27th February, 2019, another High 

Court Division Bench (comprising of Justice M. Enayetur Rahim and Justice Md. Mostafizur Rahman) 

finally discharged the Rule. It also directed the trial court to complete the hearing of Metropolitan 

Criminal Case No. 6171/14 within 180 days, to conform to the time limits under the Torture and 

Custodial Death (Prevention) Act, 2013. 

 

For further information please contact:  
 

Mr. S.M. Rezaul Karim 

Legal Advisor, BLAST 

M: + 8801758756412 

E: Rezaul@blast.org.bd  

 

Ms. Mahbuba Akhter 

Deputy Director (Advocacy and Communication), BLAST  

M: 01776060113 

E: mahbuba@blast.org.bd  
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