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20 December 2013 

Press Release 

It is crucial for every person related to the criminal justice system to be aware about probation.  

Justice M. Imman Ali 

 

 

 

The Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) and Penal Reform International (PRI) 

jointly organized a roundtable at BILIA on 20 December on the development and use of 

probation system.  

Justice M. Imman Ali urged the concerned participants to increase the implementation of laws 

providing for probation.  

 Justice Awlad Ali, Member Board of Trustees BLAST and Vice Chairperson of the roundtable 

and said that support from judges and lawyers is crucial for coordination and effective 

implementation of laws on probation. 

 Mr. Nikhil Roy, Program Director, PRI spoke about the effectiveness of several alternatives to 

imprisonment including us of probation and parole. He shared various statistics on imprisonment 

across South Asia stating that detention of under trial prisoners is principal reason for 

overcrowding of prisons. This situation of overcrowding can be overcome by effective use of 

alternatives to imprisonment. 

Ms Aroma Dutta, Member, Bangladesh National Human Rights Commission saidthat the 

rehabilitation of female prisoners should be emphasized and special laws should be enforced in 

this regard and committed to undertaking an initiative from the Commission in this regard. 

Advocate Tajul Islam made the key note presentation and gave a comprehensive overview of 

thedevelopment and use of the probation system in Bangladesh. He highlighted the legal 

framework surrounding probation, primarily the Probation of Offenders Ordinance, 1960 and 

also spoke about the ground realities of the probation system in practice. 

Ms Masuma Akhter, Deputy Director, Department of Social Services said even though the law 

confers many responsibilities on probation officers, they remain unfulfilled due to limitations 

such as lack of adequate manpower and logistic support. 

 

Mr. Shawkat Ali Haider, Probation Officer, Dhaka Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Court, 

emphasized the urgent need to increase recruitment of probation officers by highlighting that 

currently there are only 44 probation officers in the country, with a population of 160 million. At 

the same time, contrasting this to Japan’s 50,000 probation officers with a much lower 
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population and presumably much less overcrowding in the prisons. 

 

Mr. Syed Ziaul Hassan, National Coordinator, Rule of Law, GIZ, proposed that judges should 

focus more on rehabilitation than simply on punishment while sentencing, and emphasizedthe 

need for those at the frontlines to be clear on the scope for issuing probation and developing 

alternatives to imprisonment. 

Mr. S.M.Rezaul Karim, Legal Adviser, BLAST, spoke about the role of judges in implementing 

the probation system, and the need for greater coordination with Probation Officers and lawyers.  

Participants at the roundtable included academics, government officials, human rights activists 

lawyers and NGO representatives, including Adv. Khurshed Alam Khan, Advocate Pankaj 

Kumar Kundu, and Advocate Aynunnahar Lipi, of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Mr. 

Anurag Chakma, Lecturer, Dhaka University, Md. Rokon Uddin, researcher, UNDP made 

valuable contributions to the discussion.  

The principle recommendations arising from the roundtable was to promote the use of probation 

to decrease prison overcrowding and incorporating alternatives to imprisonment in our legal 

system to ensure the rights of prisoners 

Background:  

BLAST and PRI organized this roundtable with key stakeholders to better understand the law 

and practices surrounding the probation system today and to identify ways to activate the system 

to reduce prison overcrowding and enable greater focus on alternatives to imprisonment. 

 

The Probation of Offenders Ordinance, 1960 is the key law on probation. The Special Measures 

for Women Prisoners Act, 2006 and the new Children Act, 2013 deal with probation for women 

and children prisoners. Under these laws, various Courts (the High Court, Sessions and Judicial 

Magistrate’s Courts) can issue probation orders. The Department of Social Service (DSS) is 

mainly responsible for managing the probation service.  

 

In practice, probation orders are rare in Bangladesh, mainly due to lack of awareness of the laws, 

and limited coordination among judges, probation officers and lawyers. This places a huge 

burden on the prison system, resulting in prison overcrowding and recidivism.  

 

For more information, please contact:  

Mahbuba Akter 

Assistant Director (Communication and Advocacy), BLAST 

Mobile: 01191365001; Email: mahbuba@blast.org.bd 
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