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25 August, 2019 

Press Release 

The Hon’ble High Court directed to amend column number five and to 

insert a new column named four (Ka) in Kabin-Nama 

Today, 25 August, 2019, Hon’ble High Court Division consisting of Ms. Justice Naima Haider and Mr. Justice Khijir 

Ahmed Choudhury amalgamated into establishing a double bench (Annex-20) which provided a verdict 

instructing specific correction and addition in the Kabin-Nama, the Muslim marriage deed. To be precise, the 

amendment of column number five and addition of a new column number four (Ka) was mandated. Under 

column number five of the Kabin-Nama, it was pertinent that the word ‘kumari’ be used in front of the bride’s 

name when Bangladeshi Muslim marriages were being registered (standard form number 1600 and 1601). The 

aforementioned verdict dictates that the word ‘unmarried’ be used instead of the word ‘kumari’. Moreover, the 

verdict also entailed that now, under column number 4 KA, the groom, similar the bride, has to also provide one 

of the epithets “unmarried, widower, or divorced” before their names.  

In regards to Bangladesh’s Muslim marriage registration as per the government’s instruction Kabin-Nama 

column five which requires that a woman state whether she is a “kumari, widow, or divorced” is viewed as a 

serious breach of her privacy as well as a catalyst in causing a further disparity in the rights of men and women. 

Furthermore, this column blatantly breaches the Articles 28 (Discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, 

sex or place of birth), 31 (Right to protection of law), and 32 (Protection of right to life and personal liberty) of 

the Constitution making it unconstitutional. Being aggrieved owing to all these reasons, Bangladesh Legal Aid 

and Services Trust(BLAST), Naripokkho, and Bangladesh Mohila Parishad on 1 September 2014 filed “Kabin-

Nama amendment”, a public interest litigation (writ petition number 7878/2014). Secretaries to the Ministry of 

Public Administration and Religious Affairs, Director General of Department of Printing and Publications, and 

Deputy Director of Bangladesh Form and Publication Office were deemed respondents to the rule.  

On 14 September 2014, the petitioners issued a Rule Nissi calling upon the respondents to show cause as to: 

 why the column number five Kabin-Nama should not be declared to be illegal, discriminatory against 

women on the ground of sex and marital status, and unconstitutional;  

 why the word ‘kumari’ would not be omitted; why, without any discrimination, the groom does not 

have to provide information in respect to his marital status being “unmarried/divorced/widower”; 

 why will a mandatory requirement not be imposed, for both the bride and the groom, to affix their 

respective photos to these forms at the time of registration of marriage.  

The writ petitioners were represented by Advocate ZI Khan Panna, accompanied by Advocate Ainun Nahar Lipi. 

They were assisted by S. M. Rezaul Karim, Legal Advisor, BLAST and Advocate Aisha Akhter, Staff Lawyer, BLAST. 

The State was represented by Deputy Attorney General Amit Talukder and Advocate Belayet Hossain.  

 

Message convenor: 
 
Sofia Haseen 
Deputy Coordinator Advocacy, BLAST 
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For more information please contact:  
 
Ayesha Akhter, Staff Lawyer, BLAST 
Mobile: 01728978465 
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