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30 March 2019 

 

Press Release 
 

Blast mourns the deceased and the injured in Banani FR tower fire, demands 

compensation for the victims, and calls for the formation of a building code 

enforcement agency as per the instructions of the high court 
 

We request the government to launch a national security campaign, to implement the Supreme 

Court’s decisions and the current laws concerning fire extinguishing methods, and to urgently 

take the requisite steps in providing justice for all. We pay our deepest condolences to the 

families of the victims of the Banani FR Tower Fire which occurred on 28 March 2019 in Dhaka, 

and condemn the responsible persons. 

 

It is the State’s responsibility to ensure the safety of all its citizens. The Constitution of 

Bangladesh protects the right to life of every citizen and it is being violated through gross 

negligence. Previously, in 2010, the High Court had directed the necessary authorities, including 

RAJUK and the City Corporation, to form a Code Enforcement Agency (Authority) with 1 year 

for ensuring proper construction of buildings countrywide according to the National Building 

Code, 2006, against the Writ (Writ Petition no. 718/2008) filed by BLAST, Safety and Rights 

Society, OSHE and other organisation. This has not come into effect till date, and in addition, 

more and more incidents of buildings collapsing have been taking place. The Court has 

repeatedly given out orders for taking the necessary steps after the fire breakouts in KTS 

Garments factory, Tazreen Garments factory, Tampaco Foils, Nimtoli and recently in 

Chawkbazar, which have not been followed either. Even today, a fire has reportedly broken out 

in the DNCC Market in Gulshan–1, resulting in numerous damages. 

 

We are extremely concerned about these recurrent incidents of fires. We urge the authorities to 

take rapid action in forming a Code Enforcement Authority according to the instructions given 

by the High Court. We demand a proper investigation of this tragedy, justice for the accountable 

parties, and fair compensations for all the victims. 

 

 

For more information please contact with: 

  

Asma Ul Hosna, Communication Specialist, BLAST 

Mobile: 01712146942 

Email: asma@blast.org.bd 

 

Advocate Md. Barkat Ali, Assistant Director (Law), BLAST 

Mobile: 01712854308 

Email: borkot@blast.org.bd  

 

mailto:mail@blast.org.bd
mailto:asma@blast.org.bd
mailto:borkot@blast.org.bd

