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PRESS RELEASE 

Launch of Disability Rights Law Manual  
 

Today, BLAST and HPOD jointly launched the Disability Rights Law Manual, in the presence 

of the Chief Justice of Bangladesh, Mr. Justice Md. Muzammel Hossain, and over three hundred 

of Bangladesh’s most eminent jurists and prominent disability rights activists at the Supreme 

Court Bar Association Auditorium.  

 

Moderating the event, rights activist Khushi Kabir referred to the Manual as an 

“importantmilestone in recognition of disability rights in Bangladesh” which has been gathering 

momentum with the sustained campaigns of disability rights activists themselves.  

 

The program’s Chief Guest, Mr. Justice Md. Muzammel Hossain, Chief Justice of Bangladesh, 

reaffirmed the general call of the program’s speakers to protect persons with disabilities from 

discrimination. He said that the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution were intended 

for all Bangladesh’s citizens, including persons with disabilities. He suggested that the manual 

could be used for trainings for lawyers and judges especially considering that without their 

implementation merely passing laws will not be sufficient to ensure the rights of persons with 

disabilities. He pointed to the Supreme Court’s initiative last year to install two wheelchair 

accessible ramps. He said in the future they will try to make all of Bangladesh’s courts 

accessible. He lastly referred to Justice Zac Yacoob of the Constitutional Court of South Africa 

who is blind and said that he hoped that one day it would be possible for a blind person to 

become a judge in this country as well.   

 

The program’s Chairperson Dr. Kamal Hossain, Senior Advocate, and Chairperson of BLAST, 

said Chief Justice’s speech should inspire the participants to support the universal disability 

rights movement. He noted that there were many persons with disabilities among this country’s 

first heroes who became disabled during the Liberation War. He said as a citizen he was proud to 

see the High Court order on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the BCS examination. 

He said that in 1972 when the Constitution was written it intended to protect the rights of some 

70,000,000 people. It was intended to include the rights of persons with disabilities. Bangladesh, 

as a State Party to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional 

Protocol, is fully obligated to implement it. He referred to several cases from the Indian Supreme 

Court where the Court applied the CRPD directly to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. 

He said that there have been several leading cases from the Bangladesh Supreme Court that are 

known around the world as well, specifically regarding fatwas, evictions of slumdwellers, and 

sexual harassment. He said that these cases show how international laws are part of Bangladeshi 

law and that persons with disabilities need this kind of landmark judgment.  

 

Mr. Justice Md Imman Ali of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court said that since 15% 

of the world population is disabled (per the World Bank’s 2011 “World Report on Disability”) 

we need to change our behavior and outlook so that we can further include them. He said that 



 

while the recent High Court order that persons with disabilities be allowed to take the BCS 

examinations was significant, it will be necessary for the government to get ready for employing 

them as well by creating accessible work environments. He concluded by saying that persons 

with disabilities do not need our sympathy, rather they deserve to have their rights enforced.  

 

Dr. Shah Alam, Chairman in Charge, Bangladesh Law Commission, noted that many of his own 

students were disabled and together they are potentially huge force, provided that they get 

reasonable accommodations. He said that in many cases students with disabilities are even 

sharper than their nondisabled peers and that they can show this potential only if they receive 

reasonable accommodations. He concluded by saying that if disabled persons can become 

effective practicing lawyers why can’t they also become judges? 

 

Mr. Z. I. Khan Panna, Chairman of the Bangladesh Bar Council’s Legal Aid and Human 

Rights Committee, said it was necessary to ensure that persons with disabilities can easily access 

legal aid because they face more barriers in getting that information. He emphasized that persons 

with disabilities are often dependent on their family members to run cases. He also said there 

was a need to collect disability-based data on legal aid recipients the same way information on 

sex and age is being collected currently. Finally, he mentioned a list of cases involving disabled 

victims that are being supported by BLAST that will receive special consideration. 

  

Dr. Ridwanul Hoque, Associate Professor, Law Department, Dhaka University, commented on 

how the manual could be used to further law reform, and also to train lawyers and law students. 

He said that in the Constitution there was not specific mention of the rights of persons with 

disabilities but their rights should equally protected. Ms. Umme Kulsum Ranjana, President of 

the National Council of Disabled Women hoped the Manual would encourage lawyers to deal 

effectively with cases of disabled women and also encourage them to communicate with disabled 

people’s organizations (DPOs) to support the effective resolution of cases. 

 

Mr. Mosharraf Hossain, Country Director, ADD International (Action for Disability and 

Development) recalled his rejection from the BCS examination many years ago because of his 

disability. He made three requests (1) that all lower courts be made accessible following the 

ramps at the High Court, (2) that cases of disabled victims be fast-tracked, and (3) that sign 

language interpretation be provided with support from the government legal aid funds. Adv. 

Shapan Chowkider the visually impaired lawyer who led public interest litigation which 

resulted in the landmark 20
th

 March 2012 order which enabled disabled candidates to sit for the 

BCS examination. They both welcomed the installation of two wheelchair-accessible ramps in 

the Supreme Court, and urged the Hon’ble Chief Justice to consider fast-tracking cases by 

persons with disabilities and also making all courts physically accessible to ensure that their 

effective access to justice.  

 

Mr. Hezzy Smith, Director, Bangladesh Program, Harvard Law School Project on Disability 

(HPOD), hoped that lawyers in Bangladesh would use the Manual to take up disability rights 

cases, and find in it useful examples of best practice. 

 



 

Participants at the event included Supreme Court judges, lawyers, rights advocates, and leaders 

of disabled people’s organizations (DPOs).  

 

Background:  

This Manual has been published by BLAST and HPOD in order to promote the practice of 

disability rights law in Bangladesh. The Manual compiles the provisions on disability rights 

scattered throughout Bangladesh’s laws for easy reference by lawyers.  It includes chapters on 

how lawyers can develop disability sensitive approaches and strategies sensitive to disability 

rights, and on how to set up disabled people’s organizations (DPOs) which can demand the 

recognition and realization of such rights. In writing this manual, the author drew from 

international disability rights law, the experiences of lawyers and organizations working to 

protect disability rights in Bangladesh and abroad, and his own professional knowledge and 

experience. 

 

Khondoker Shahriar Shakir is an Advocate practicing in the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, 

and a panel lawyer of ASK, BLAST and ADD.  He has made involvement in public interest law 

a large part of his professional life. He has handled a number of public interest cases regarding 

disability rights, and has also taught part time at Chittagong University’s Law Department. 

 

BLAST (www.blast.org.bd)is a national legal services organization that provides free legal aid 

to women, men and children living in poverty or disadvantage, from the frontlines of the formal 

justice system to the apex court. BLAST has long provided legal aid to persons with disabilities 

in order to establish their rights, including through public interest litigation. It has also organized 

district-level advocacy conferences jointly with disabled people’s organizations (DPOs) to 

promote inclusive policies and practice, trainings for lawyers and disabled activists to promote 

their cooperation in Bangladesh’s emerging disability rights law practice, and national 

consultations on law reforms to promote disability rights.  

 

HPOD (www.hpod.org) is a global disability law and policy center at Harvard Law School 

founded to support the implementation of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities throughout the world. Specifically, HPOD provides technical support in legislation 

and litigation, provides human rights trainings and resources, and conducts academic research.  

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Mr. Hezzy Smith, hmssmith@post.harvard.edu 

Adv. Khondoker Shahriar Shakir, shakir.khondoker@gmail.com, 01674594819, 

Mahbuba Akther mahbuba@blast.org.bd, 01191365001 

 

Copies of the Manual may be downloaded from the BLAST website from 3 June 2012 

 


