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Seven Human Rights Organisations Call on Government to Secure All Women’s 

Economic Rights in Marital Relationships  

 

Seven human rights organisations called on the Government and the judiciary to 

take urgent action to reform gender discriminatory personal laws, review policies, 

take administrative action and undertake public awareness, all aimed at ensuring 

speedy and effective realisation of women’s economic rights in marital relationships.   

 

They focused attention on the gross delays in enforcing dower and maintenance 

rights, and called for recognition of matrimonial property, procedural reforms in 

family courts, fast-tracking of family court cases, and ensuring greater coordination 

of and access to Government services including social security services and the 

national legal aid program.  

 

These demands emerged from a two-day National Conference on ‘Securing 

Women’s Economic Rights in Marital Relationships through Law’ held at Gono 

Shasthya Kendra, Savar on 14
th

 -15
th

 September 2012, attended by judges, lawyers, 

researchers, journalists and human rights activists from all levels of the legal system 

and across the country. Judges and lawyers from India and Malaysia also attended as 

resource persons at the Conference.  

 

The Conference Statement was presented to the Minister of Law, Justice and 

Parliamentary Affairs, Barrister Shafique Ahmed, at the National Press Club. Adv 

Sipra Goswami presented the statement on behalf of the human rights and women’s 

rights organizations who endorsed the statement -- Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), 

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), Bangladesh National Women 

Lawyers’ Association, Bangladesh Mahila Parishad (BMP), BRAC, Nagorik Uddyog, 

and Nijera Kori. 

 

The Chief Guest, Barrister Shafique Ahmed, stated that gender discrimination would 

end if we could succeed in educating all women in society. He further committed 

that his office would give serious consideration to any recommendations made for  

enactment of  any new law on women’s economic rights within marriage.  

 

The Chairman of the Meeting, and a member of the Board of Trustees of BLAST, Dr 

Shamsul Bari, stated that the recommendations would also be submitted to the 

offices of the Chief Justice, other relevant Ministries and government agencies.  

 

Dr Shah Alam, Acting Chairman of the Law Commission, supported the call for 

changes to the prevailing situation where husbands effectively retain at the 

dissolution of a marriage must be changed. He further stated that discrimination 



existing in relation to inheritance and maintenance is derived from religion, and that 

the government, NGOs, and civil society all have a role to play in ending it.  

 

Syed Aminul Islam, Director, National Legal Aid Services Organisation, described the 

activities of the organisation, and stated future plans of creating a cell comprising of 

female lawyers for provision of legal aid to women, greater collaboration with NGOs 

in these areas, and further highlighted the fact that the Government is under a 

constitutional obligation to provide legal aid to helpless and impoverished women.  

 

Co-ordinator of Nijera Kori, Ms Khushi Kabir, stated that women’s lifelong 

contribution into the improvement and maintenance of the household is not given 

any value by society and that the relevant laws need to be updated through reforms 

and amendments to reflect this contribution.   

 

Rokeya Kabir, Executive Director, Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangha (BNPS), stated 

that a democracy can only be established through changes brought about in the 

mindset of society and that during the enactment and implementation of laws, it is 

equality and not religious considerations that must be taken into account.  

 

In addition to the above, Barrister Rabeya Bhuiyan, Supreme Court lawyer Idrisur 

Rahman, ASK lawyers Nina Goswami and Selina Akhter, BMP Assistant General 

Director Masuda Rehana Rosy, BNWLA’s Rehana Sultana, BLAST’s Farida Yeasmin 

and other lawyers, teachers, researchers, and women’s rights activists spoke at the 

meeting.  
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