
  

 

 
       

 
5 June, 2012 

Press Release 
High Court Hearing on Gulshan Lake:  

Korail Bosti does not Fall Within Demarcated Lake Area 
 

The High Court has directed the concerned authorities to take necessary measures to stop the 
filling up of four areas around Gulshan lake. It has also instructed RAJUK and BTCL to seek 
expedited hearings of pending petitions relating to properties encroaching upon Gulshan Lake.  
The Court has directed BTCL to carry out evictions of any encroachments within the Lake area, 
give prior notice to BELA, ASK and BLAST and ensure that their representatives are present when 
such measures are taken. A Division Bench of the High Court comprising of Mr Justice Mr AHM 
Shamsuddin Chowdhury and Mr Justice Mr Jahangir Hossain passed these orders on 5 June 
2012. RAJUK’s and BTCL’s lawyers confirmed that they had demarcated the Lake area, and 
BTCL’s lawyers confirmed that the Korail slum does not fall within this area. 
 
Background: 
Previously on 17th January 2012, the daily Prothom Alo published an article titled ‘ÔÔwew”Qbœ n‡q hv‡”Q 

¸jkvb †jKÕÕ (Gulshan Lake is being fragmented), in the context of which the High Court issued a 

Suo Moto rule and directed the Chairman of RAJUK and the Managing Director of BTCL to appear 
in person before the Court. On 25th January, the Court ordered the eviction of all illegal structures 
around Gulshan lake. Based on that order and in the presence of the District Magistrate, Mr Md. 
Selim Hossain Bhuiyan BTCL, with the assistance of the police force and members of the Rapid 
Action Battalion, began an eviction drive targeting the slumdwellers without giving any prior notice 
to them. As a result almost 2000 people in the Korail slum area became homeless over night. 
Challenging this drive, ASK, BLAST, BRAC, Coalition for the Urban Poor, Nijera Kori and the 
Dustho Shahajjo Kendra (DSK) along with some others filed Writ Petition No. 3814/2012. 
Subsequently on 14th May 2012, the Court directed RAJUK and BTCL to complete the lake 
demarcation by 5th June 2012 and BELA representatives to present a report on whether any 
structures fell within the demarcated lake area. It further ordered that no steps should be taken to 
evict any resident of Korail slum pending the demarcation.  
 
For further information, please contact: 
Ms Abantee Nurul, Lawyer, ASK, 01731266624, ask@citechco.net 
Ms Mahbuba Akter, Coordinator-Communication & Advocacy, BLAST, 01191365001, 
mahbuba@blast.org.bd 
 


