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The Bangladesh Legal Aid Services Trust, in collaboration with Penal Reform 

International (PRI) and the Prison Training Institute, organized a training programme titled, 

"United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-Custodial measures 

for Women Offenders” for prison officers involved in the management of female prisoners 

across Bangladesh. In the training, relevant laws regarding the treatment of female prisoners 

in Bangladesh were examined in the framework of the Bangkok Rules. The present condition 

of female and child prisoners of Bangladesh, their problems, and ways to solve these 

problems were also focused on in the training. 

In the inaugural session, Justice Imman Ali, of the Appellate Division of the Supreme 

Court of Bangladesh, reflected on his practical experiences, saying, "Prisoners are human 

being too. We can realize and are aware of the rights of any vulnerable woman, child and 

man, and we try our best to secure their rights. However, we never consider who the real 

criminal is and why crime actually happens. As women and children are more vulnerable, 

they are being used in various criminal activities with minimal monetary payment. For 

example, in the jails, we have found many female prisoners who basically were used to carry 

drugs. We have also noticed that there is lack of knowledge on human rights. Hence, even 

though this is just a training, I hope to identify and draw attention to the real situation and 

concerns of female prisoners.” 

Fazlul Huq, advocate and member of BLAST’s Trustee board, commented that, "A 

few years ago, we (BLAST) along with PRI conducted trainings for prison/ jail authorities on 

prison law, but there was no separate discussion on female prisoners. In the meantime, 

women have become increasingly empowered in our country. International norms have also 

been adopted addressing the situation of female prisoners. It is in light of these recent 

developments that we have organized today's training". 

During the training, the Inspector General of Prisons Brigadier (Ob), Ashraful Islam 

Khan, stated that, "We will carefully observe the Bangkok Rules while interacting with 

female prisoners and in accordance to the rule, we have started a programme of granting 

imprisoned women and children leave from working during weekends and other special 

occasions”. The Deputy Inspector of CID, General Md. Saiful Alam, spoke about the 

proactive steps taken by the police to ensure special attention for women victims of violence, 

and about the need to also address the needs of women offenders/ accused.  

Ms Alison Lindsey Hannah, Executive Director of PRI, Mr S. M Rezaul Karim, Legal 

Advisor of BLAST,and the National Program Coordinator of GIZ, Advocate Syed Ziaul 

Hasan, were the lead trainers and facilitators. Ms Selina Hosasain, member of National 

Human Rights Commission chaired the first and second sessions while Judge Awlad Ali, 

Vice-president of BLAST chaired the closing session.  Certificates were distributed to the 

participants at the trainings conclusion.  

Significant recommendations made during the discussion included: providing legal 

assistance to help prisoners get released on bail promptly; not keeping prisoners detained 

without trial; making sure that pending cases are settled quickly; resolving the overpopulation 

problems in prison cells; letting women prisoners spent proper time with their lawyers in an 

environment appropriate for legal consultation; allowing convicted women to have leave after 

a certain period of time so she is not isolated from her personal and social life, in accordance 

with  the special provision of law for female prisoners, 2006; making proper arrangements for 

pregnant female prisoners to meet their relatives before and after delivery of the child and 

prioritizing female prisoners' reproductive health by taking appropriate actions; and finally, 

making arrangements for separate prison vans for female prisoners. 

mailto:mail@blast.org.bd

