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Press Release: Rights Activists Call for 
Rehabilitation of Evicted Slumdwellers 

It is possible to construct low cost housing for the poor and provide this on lease. Such 
initiatives can be taken by the Government through providing land, including the 40 acres 
available in Bhashantek, and obtaining financial commitments from international or national 
donors. It is also possible to collect the rent through payment-by-instalments over longer 
periods.  It is a constitutional duty of the Government to ensure shelter for all persons within 
a society. The Chief-guest Mr. A.K.M Mojammel Haque, Chair of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee of the Ministry of Land, made these observations in a round-table meeting held 
on 16.04.2012  at the BILIA auditorium organized by Ain o Shalish Kendra (ASK), 
Bangladesh Institute of Law and International Affairs (BILIA), Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Service Trust (BLAST), BRAC and Nijera Kori.  
 
Advocate Idrisur Rahman reviewed cases challenging forced slum evictions pending in the 
Supreme Court, as well as, decided judgments and principles holding that no eviction should 
take place without prior alternative rehabilitation and resettlement. He noted the urgent need 
for new laws and policies that would recognize the rights to tenure security of slumdwellers.  
 
Professor Nazrul Islam, the Chairperson of the 'Centre for Urban Studies', referred to the 
recent guidelines for urbanization, which it is hoped may receive cabinet approval soon, and 
called for the need to engage in serious planning on low cost housing for the urban poor.  
 
Salma A Shafi, Managing Director of Sheltec Consultants, pointed out that a survey was 
conducted in 2009 on Karail slum and proposals were made for rehabilitation at that time; 
however, none of them were accepted.  
 
Akhi Akhter, a resident of the Karail slum, said that many promises are given by politicians 
before the election but none of them are executed after election. She also described how 
women, men and children had been living under open skies since the demolition carried out 
in this area on 4 April 2012. 
 
Khushi Kabir, Co ordinator of 'Nijera Kori', chaired the round-table discussion. Justice (retd) 
Awlad Ali, Dr Shahdeen Malik Hon Director of BILIA, Sara Hossain of BLAST, Dr Faustina 
Pereira Director of BRAC, Dr Ferdaus Jahan of BRAC Development Institute, Mr Afsan 
Chowdhury and Mr Asif Saleh, Directors of BRAC residents of Karail slum, Adv Obaidur 
Rahman of ASK, advocates from the Supreme Court and others were present at the round-
table meeting.    
 
   
 


