
The rights of persons with disabilities are a pressing issue in the modern context of 

human rights work. Despite the absence of express legal protection of disability rights in 

Bangladesh, many procedural and substantive laws are relevant to ensuring such rights. 

This book compiles and comments upon the various provisions in Bangladesh laws that 

relate to disability rights, for easy reference by lawyers.  It draws upon international 

disability rights law, the experiences of lawyers and organisations working to protect 

disability rights in Bangladesh and abroad, and the author's own professional 

knowledge and experience. As well as outlining the relevant laws, it discusses how 

practicing lawyers can develop an outlook that is sensitive to disability rights; and how 

to set up disabled people's organisations (DPOs) to claim and demand such rights. 

This book is a must-have for lawyers engaged in the courts, disability rights 

organisations, students of law and social science, medical practitioners, researchers, and 

policy-makers.
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also how to empower them."
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"Among Lawyers there is an absence of expertise regarding the rights of persons with 

disabilities, and persons with disabilities are deprived of different kinds of remedies 

because of his unclear understanding of this country's laws. Thanks to BLAST's 

initiative, this collectionof laws, regulations and other documents relating to the 

disability rights will serve a valuable and important ans role for persons with 

disabilities and those who are working to establish their rights."

Dr. Shahnaz Huda, Professor & Chairman, Department of Law, University of Dhaka
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the civil service and judiciary. He has also lectured part time at the University of 

Chittagong, and is involved as a Panel Lawyer with BLAST, Ain o Salish Kendra, ADD 

International and other organisations. 

The Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) www.blast.org.bd is a national 

legal services and human rights organisation that provides free legal aid from the 

frontlines of the formal justice system to the apex court. BLAST has long provided legal 

aid to persons with disabilities, including through public interest litigation, and is 

currently working to develop more specialized legal services to secure the rights of 

persons with disabilities, with support from HPOD through an initiative titled 

"Establishing a Disability Rights Law Practice in Bangladesh".

The Harvard Law School Project on Disability (HPOD) www.hpod.org is a global 

disability law and policy center at Harvard University founded with a mission to support 

the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

throughout the world. Specifically, HPOD provides technical support in legislation and 

litigation, provides human rights trainings and resources, and conducts academic 

research.

"Limited copies of the Manual are currently available for legal 
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be available online from 1 June 2012 at www.blast.org.bd"
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cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBb Gi PP©v mymse× Kivi j‡ÿ¨ GB eBwU †jLv n‡q‡Q| gvbevwaKvi PP©vi AvaywbK 
†cªÿvc‡U cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i AwaKv‡ii PP©v mv¤cÖwZK e¨vcvi| evsjv‡`‡k cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi iÿvi 
Kvh©Ki †Kvb we‡klvwqZ AvBb bv _vK‡jI A‡bK c×wZMZ Ges g~j AvB‡b cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi iÿvi 
Rb¨ weavb ivLv Av‡Q| evsjv‡`‡ki mgMÖ AvBbx cwim‡i Qwo‡q wQwU‡q _vKv AvBbmg~n †_‡K cÖwZeÜx 
AwaKvi mswkøó AvBb¸‡jv GKÎ K‡i AvBbRxex‡`i e¨env‡ii Rb¨ GB eB‡q Zv msKwjZ n‡q‡Q Ges 
AvšÍR©vwZK AvBb, gvb I PP©vi Av‡jv‡K Zvi Dci Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| AvšÍR©vwZK cÖwZeÜx 
AwaKvi AvBb, cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi ivq wb‡qvwRZ †`kx I we‡`kx cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msMVbmg~‡ni 
AwfÁZv, †jL‡Ki †ckvMZ Ávb Ges AwfÁZvi Dci wfwË K‡i GB eBwU †jLv n‡q‡Q| cÖvmw½K 
AvBbmg~n eY©bvi cvkvcvwk GB eB‡q AvBbRxexiv wKfv‡e cÖwZeÜx AwaKv‡ii cÖwZ ms‡e`bkxj n‡q 
DV‡e Ges cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i AwaKvi Av`v‡qi Rb¨ wKfv‡e cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msMVb wbg©vY Ki‡e Zv 
Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

Av`vj‡Z wb‡qvwRZ AvBb †ckvRxexiv, cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msMVbmg~n, AvBb I mgvRweÁv‡bi QvÎ, 
wPwKrmK I M‡elKMY Ges bxwZ wba©viKiv GB eBwUi e¨env‡i AvMªnx n‡eb|

Aa¨vqmg~n:

eB m¤ú‡K© we‡klÁ‡`i gZvgZ: 
ÒAvBb K‡i gvby‡li g‡bvfve cwieZ©b Kiv hvq bv| †mB cwieZ©b Avm‡Z cv‡i ïay m‡PZbZv m„wói 
gva¨‡g| Rbve †Lv›`Kvi kvn&wiqvi kvwK‡ii m‡PZbZv m„wói j‡ÿ¨ G‡nb cÖqvm GKvšÍ mgq Dc‡hvMx I 
cÖksmvi `vex`vi| GB eBwU‡Z evsjv‡`‡ki mswkøó mKj AvBb I wewa Ges AvšÍR©vwZK mb`mg~n eY©bv 
Kiv n‡q‡Q| Zuvi GB eBwU AwaKvi ewÂZ cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i Rb¨ Ges mgv‡Ri m¤ú„³ mK‡ji Rb¨ 
cÖKvk Kivq mK‡jB DcK…Z n‡eb e‡j g‡b Kwi|Ó

wePvicwZ †gvnv¤§` Bgvb Avjx, Avcxj wefvM. evsjv‡`k mycÖxg †KvU©

ÒG¨vW‡fv‡KU kvwKi cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBb: AvBbRxex‡`i wb‡ ©̀wkKv eB‡q †h eyw×e„wËK Ges kªgmva¨ 
KvRwU m¤úv`b K‡i‡Qb evsjv‡`‡ki cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBb PP©vi †ÿ‡Î Zv GK bZzb w`‡bi m~Pbv Ki‡e 
e‡j Avgvi wek¦vm| we‡klZ cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBbRxex‡`i wPšÍvi aiY Ges cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi ivq msMVb 
m„wó msµvšÍ Aa¨vq `ywU Avgvi `„wó AvKl©Y K‡i‡Q| AvBbRxex wnmv‡e cÖwZeÜx Rb‡Mvôxi AwaKvi‡K 
†evSv Ges Zuv‡`i gZvq‡bi Rb¨ GB `ywU Aa¨v‡qi cvV AZ¨šÍ cÖvmw½K|Ó
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ÒAvgv‡`i †`‡ki we‡kl †cÖÿvc‡U cÖwZeÜx Rbmgwó wewfbœ ai‡Yi ‰el‡g¨i ^̄xKvi Ges wewfbœ ai‡Yi 
AwaKvi I myweav †_‡K ewÂZ| cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i vwaKvi m¤ú‡K© Zv‡`i wb‡R‡`i g‡a¨, mgv‡R GgbwK 
AvBbRxex‡`i g‡a¨ ¯úó aviYvi Afve Ges AvB‡bi wewaweavb m¤ú‡K© A¯úóZvi Kvi‡Y cÖwZeÜx 
Rbmgwó wewfbœ ai‡Yi cÖwZKvi †_‡K ewÂZ| eøv‡÷i D‡`¨v‡M GB msKjb, †hLv‡b cÖwZeÜx m¤úK©xq 
wewfbœ AvBb Ges wewa-wbqg BZ¨vw` GKÎxf‚Z Kiv n‡q‡Q, ewÂZ Rbmgwó Ges Zv‡`i AwaKvi cÖwZôvq 
hviv KvR K‡i hv‡”Q Zv‡`i Rb¨ AZ¨šÍ g~j¨evb I ¸iæZ¡c~Y© f‚wgKv ivL‡e|Ó

kvnbvR û`v, †Pqvig¨vb, AvBb wefvM, XvKv wek¦we`¨vjq

†Lv›`Kvi kvn&wiqvi kvwKi  evsjv‡`k mycÖxg †KvU© G Kg©iZ GKRb AvBbRxex| Rb ^̄v_© AvB‡bi mv‡_ 
mswkøóZv Zvui †ckvMZ Rxe‡bi Ab¨Zg ‰ewkó¨| mv¤cÖwZK mg‡q wZwb cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msµvšÍ 
K‡qKwU Rb ^̄v_© gvgjv cwiPvjbv K‡i‡Qb| Gi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q evsjv‡`k wmwfj mvwf©m Ges evsjv‡`k 
RywWwmqvj mvwf©m cixÿvq AskMÖn‡Y  h‡_vchy³ wkwÿZ cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i cÖwZeÜKZv `~i Kivi Rb¨ 
`v‡qi Kiv Rb ^̄v_© ixU gvgjv| Zvui Kg©Rxe‡bi GK ch©v‡q wZwb PÆMÖvg wek¦we`¨vj‡q LÛKvjxb wkÿK 
wnmv‡e `vwqZ¡ cvjb K‡i‡Qb| wZwb eøv÷, AvBb I mvwjk †K› ª̀, GwWwW B›Uvib¨vkbvjmn A‡bK 
msMV‡bi mv‡_ c¨v‡bjfy³ AvBbRxex wnmv‡e mshy³ Av‡Qb|

evsjv‡`k wjM¨vj GBW GÛ mvwf©‡mm Uªv÷ (eøv÷) www.blast.org.bd RvZxq ch©v‡q GKwU AvBb 
mnvqZv cÖ̀ vbKvix ms¯’v| GwU †`‡ki wbgœ Av`vjZ †_‡K D”P Av`vjZ ch©šÍ webvg~‡j¨ wewfbœ cÖKvi 
AvBbx mnvqZv †`q| cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i AwaKvi Av`v‡q `xN©w`b a‡i eøv÷ AvBbMZ mnvqZv cÖ̀ vb K‡i 
Avm‡Q, Zvi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q Rb ^̄v‡_© gvgjv Ges eZ©gv‡b nvf©vW jÕ ¯‹z‡ji cÖ‡R± Ab wWR¨vwewjwUÕi 
mn‡hvMxZvq ÒcÖwZeÜx‡`i AwaKvi welqK AvB‡bi PP©v cÖwZôvÓ(Establishing Disability Right 

Law Practice in Bangladesh) kxl©K cÖK‡íi AvIZvq evsjv‡`‡k cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i AvBb 
AwaKvi iv‡_© KvR Ki‡Q eøv÷|

nvf©vW jÕ ¯‹zj cÖ‡R± Ab wWR¨vwewjwU (GPcW) www.hpod.org nvf©vW© wek¦we`¨vj‡q cÖwZwôZ GKwU 
AvBb I bxwZ welqK ˆewk¦K †K›`ª, hvi jÿ¨ nj c„w_ex Ry‡o cÖwZeÜx e¨w³e‡M©i AwaKvi msµvšÍ 
RvwZmsN †NvwlZ mb‡`i ev¯Íevq‡b mnvqZv Kiv| we‡kl K‡i GPcW AvBb cÖYqb Ges gvgjv 
cwiPvjbvq †KŠkjMZ mnvqZv cÖ`vb K‡i, gvbevwaKv‡ii Dci cÖwkÿY cÖ̀ vb K‡i I G e¨vcv‡i 
mnvqZv cÖ̀ vb K‡i Ges GKv‡WwgK M‡elYv cwiPvjbv K‡i|

ÒeZ©gv‡b eBwUi mxwgZ msL¨K Kwc gyw`ªZ n‡q‡Q hv ïaygvÎ AvBb mnvqZvi mv‡_ 

mswkøó AvBbRxex‡`i Rb¨ cvIqv hv‡”Q, jvfRbK ms¯’vi Rb¨ bq| eBwU 1jv Ryb 

2012 n‡Z eøv‡÷i I‡qemvBU www.blast.org.bd G cvIqv hv‡e|Ó

cÖKvkbv I cwi‡ekbv: eøv÷, 1/1, IqvB.Gg.wm.G †W‡fjc‡g›U †m›Uvi, cvBIwbqi †ivW, KvKivBj, XvKv-1000| 
†dvb: 8313689, 9349125 d¨v· : 9347107, B‡gBj: mail@blast.org.bd I‡qe : www.blast.org.bd



The rights of persons with disabilities are a pressing issue in the modern context of 

human rights work. Despite the absence of express legal protection of disability rights in 

Bangladesh, many procedural and substantive laws are relevant to ensuring such rights. 

This book compiles and comments upon the various provisions in Bangladesh laws that 

relate to disability rights, for easy reference by lawyers.  It draws upon international 

disability rights law, the experiences of lawyers and organisations working to protect 

disability rights in Bangladesh and abroad, and the author's own professional 

knowledge and experience. As well as outlining the relevant laws, it discusses how 

practicing lawyers can develop an outlook that is sensitive to disability rights; and how 

to set up disabled people's organisations (DPOs) to claim and demand such rights. 

This book is a must-have for lawyers engaged in the courts, disability rights 

organisations, students of law and social science, medical practitioners, researchers, and 

policy-makers.

Chapters:

Praise for the Manual: 

"Laws do not change the way that people think. That change can come only through 

awareness raising. Khondoker Shahriar Shakir deserves praise for such an effort to 

raise this awareness. Everyone - not only persons with disabilities deprived of their 

rights but all other members of society - will benefit from the publication of this book 

which compiles all the relevant Bangladeshi laws and rules alongside the 

international conventions."

Justice Md. Imman Ali, Appellate Division, Supreme Court of Bangladesh

 

"Thanks to Advocate Shakir's thoughtful and diligent work that has given rise to the 

Disability Rights Law Manual, I believe a new day will dawn on the practice of 

disability rights law in Bangladesh. The two chapters in particular that caught my 

attention regarded the mindset of a disability rights lawyer and the creation of 

organizations to protect disability rights. As a lawyer, these two chapters are 

especially relevant for understanding both the rights of persons with disabilities and 

also how to empower them."

          Dr. Mizanur Rahman, Professor, Law Department, Dhaka University

Chairman, National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services

Trust (BLAST)

Harvard Law School Project on Disability

(HPOD)

Disability Rights

Law Manual

Disability Rights

Law Manual

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Criminal Matters

Constitutional Matters (Writ 

Jurisdiction) 

Setting up Organisations and 

Relevant Instruments

Annexes (Pleadings/Orders)

Extracts of Relevant Laws

1.

2.

3. 

4.

The Mindset of a Disability Rights 

Lawyer

International Standards and Best 

Practices Regarding Disability Rights

Disability-specific Laws and Their 

Application in Bangladesh

Civil Matters

"Among Lawyers there is an absence of expertise regarding the rights of persons with 

disabilities, and persons with disabilities are deprived of different kinds of remedies 

because of his unclear understanding of this country's laws. Thanks to BLAST's 

initiative, this collectionof laws, regulations and other documents relating to the 

disability rights will serve a valuable and important ans role for persons with 

disabilities and those who are working to establish their rights."

Dr. Shahnaz Huda, Professor & Chairman, Department of Law, University of Dhaka

Khondoker Shahriar Shakir is a lawyer practicing in the Supreme Court of Bangladesh. 

Shakir has made involvement in public interest law a large part of his professional life. 

He has conducted public interest cases regarding disability rights, including landmark 

challenges to the participation of qualified persons with disabilities in examinations for 

the civil service and judiciary. He has also lectured part time at the University of 

Chittagong, and is involved as a Panel Lawyer with BLAST, Ain o Salish Kendra, ADD 

International and other organisations. 

The Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) www.blast.org.bd is a national 

legal services and human rights organisation that provides free legal aid from the 

frontlines of the formal justice system to the apex court. BLAST has long provided legal 

aid to persons with disabilities, including through public interest litigation, and is 

currently working to develop more specialized legal services to secure the rights of 

persons with disabilities, with support from HPOD through an initiative titled 

"Establishing a Disability Rights Law Practice in Bangladesh".

The Harvard Law School Project on Disability (HPOD) www.hpod.org is a global 

disability law and policy center at Harvard University founded with a mission to support 

the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

throughout the world. Specifically, HPOD provides technical support in legislation and 

litigation, provides human rights trainings and resources, and conducts academic 

research.

"Limited copies of the Manual are currently available for legal 

aid lawyers and not for profit organisations. The Manual will 

be available online from 1 June 2012 at www.blast.org.bd"
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cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBb Gi PP©v mymse× Kivi j‡ÿ¨ GB eBwU †jLv n‡q‡Q| gvbevwaKvi PP©vi AvaywbK 
†cªÿvc‡U cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i AwaKv‡ii PP©v mv¤cÖwZK e¨vcvi| evsjv‡`‡k cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi iÿvi 
Kvh©Ki †Kvb we‡klvwqZ AvBb bv _vK‡jI A‡bK c×wZMZ Ges g~j AvB‡b cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi iÿvi 
Rb¨ weavb ivLv Av‡Q| evsjv‡`‡ki mgMÖ AvBbx cwim‡i Qwo‡q wQwU‡q _vKv AvBbmg~n †_‡K cÖwZeÜx 
AwaKvi mswkøó AvBb¸‡jv GKÎ K‡i AvBbRxex‡`i e¨env‡ii Rb¨ GB eB‡q Zv msKwjZ n‡q‡Q Ges 
AvšÍR©vwZK AvBb, gvb I PP©vi Av‡jv‡K Zvi Dci Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| AvšÍR©vwZK cÖwZeÜx 
AwaKvi AvBb, cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi ivq wb‡qvwRZ †`kx I we‡`kx cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msMVbmg~‡ni 
AwfÁZv, †jL‡Ki †ckvMZ Ávb Ges AwfÁZvi Dci wfwË K‡i GB eBwU †jLv n‡q‡Q| cÖvmw½K 
AvBbmg~n eY©bvi cvkvcvwk GB eB‡q AvBbRxexiv wKfv‡e cÖwZeÜx AwaKv‡ii cÖwZ ms‡e`bkxj n‡q 
DV‡e Ges cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i AwaKvi Av`v‡qi Rb¨ wKfv‡e cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msMVb wbg©vY Ki‡e Zv 
Av‡jvPbv Kiv n‡q‡Q| 

Av`vj‡Z wb‡qvwRZ AvBb †ckvRxexiv, cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi msMVbmg~n, AvBb I mgvRweÁv‡bi QvÎ, 
wPwKrmK I M‡elKMY Ges bxwZ wba©viKiv GB eBwUi e¨env‡i AvMªnx n‡eb|

Aa¨vqmg~n:

eB m¤ú‡K© we‡klÁ‡`i gZvgZ: 
ÒAvBb K‡i gvby‡li g‡bvfve cwieZ©b Kiv hvq bv| †mB cwieZ©b Avm‡Z cv‡i ïay m‡PZbZv m„wói 
gva¨‡g| Rbve †Lv›`Kvi kvn&wiqvi kvwK‡ii m‡PZbZv m„wói j‡ÿ¨ G‡nb cÖqvm GKvšÍ mgq Dc‡hvMx I 
cÖksmvi `vex`vi| GB eBwU‡Z evsjv‡`‡ki mswkøó mKj AvBb I wewa Ges AvšÍR©vwZK mb`mg~n eY©bv 
Kiv n‡q‡Q| Zuvi GB eBwU AwaKvi ewÂZ cÖwZeÜx e¨w³‡`i Rb¨ Ges mgv‡Ri m¤ú„³ mK‡ji Rb¨ 
cÖKvk Kivq mK‡jB DcK…Z n‡eb e‡j g‡b Kwi|Ó

wePvicwZ †gvnv¤§` Bgvb Avjx, Avcxj wefvM. evsjv‡`k mycÖxg †KvU©

ÒG¨vW‡fv‡KU kvwKi cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBb: AvBbRxex‡`i wb‡ ©̀wkKv eB‡q †h eyw×e„wËK Ges kªgmva¨ 
KvRwU m¤úv`b K‡i‡Qb evsjv‡`‡ki cÖwZeÜx AwaKvi AvBb PP©vi †ÿ‡Î Zv GK bZzb w`‡bi m~Pbv Ki‡e 
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wewfbœ AvBb Ges wewa-wbqg BZ¨vw` GKÎxf‚Z Kiv n‡q‡Q, ewÂZ Rbmgwó Ges Zv‡`i AwaKvi cÖwZôvq 
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