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CONCEPT NOTE 

1. Summary       
This workshop, organised by BLAST and JATI, will bring together additional district judges from 
across the country, to explore the scope for activating the probation system as an alternative to 
custody. It will: 

• Review current processes, practices, trends and misconceptions regarding the 
Probation of Offenders Ordinance, 1960, The Special Privileges of Women Prisoners 
Act, 2006 and the Children Act, 2013.  

• Identify the gaps in current practice, and procedure  
• Suggest improvements and activating the probation system as an alternative to 

custody.   
 

2. Aims  
The workshop aims to provide sitting judges with an opportunity to: 

a. examine the Probation of Offenders Ordinance, 1960,  The Special Privileges of 
Women Prisoners Act, 2006 and review and analyse current practices regarding 
probation of adults, as well as the child probation system under the  Children Act, 
2013;    

b. identify how probation orders are made by courts, and the scope for providing other 
alternatives to custody;  

c. discuss the barriers to fully activating the probation system 
d. find ways to work together to find solutions to activate existing alternatives to 

custody; 
e. Develop recommendations for future legal and policy intervention extending the 

scope of providing alternatives to custody.     
 

3. Background 
 

Relevant Law:  

The Probation of Offenders Ordinance, 1960 is the male law governing the issue of probation 
for adult male and female offenders. In practice, it is not widely known about or used as an 
alternative to custody by judges or lawyers. Consequently, the only sentencing policy which is 
widely used is the custodial sentence, even for those offenders who do not pose a serious risk 
of harm to public.  
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The Special Privileges of Women Prisoners Act 2006 provides for a Probation Officer (Section 
17) to ensure special benefits for female prisoners sentenced to imprisonment of not more than 
10 years. Under section 12(2) of the Act, a Probation Officer is empowered to submit report to 
the National Committee  for ensuring special privilege of women prisoner or, in cases District 
Committee describing special privilege of any particular female prisoners who is entitled to get 
the privilege under this Act. Provided that, special privilege includes reducing quantum of 
punishment and livelihood training and social integration after severing punishment.  

The Children Act, 2013 has given particular emphasis on child offenders. it provides that a 
Probation Officer must be appointed in every District, Upazilla and Metropolitan Area. It 
imposes seven duties on Probation Officers, including to bring a child offender into a Thana, 
other duties in case of a child offender bought before the Child Court, and eight separate duties 
relating to a child in a Child Development Centre, and two for other children.  

The United Nations Standards Minimum Rules for Non Custodial Measures (Tokyo Rules (12/ 
1990), apply to probation.  

The Government has developed a structure for the probation service which is based within the 
Department of Social Services under Ministry of Social Welfare.   

4. Participants 
• Additional District Judges 
• Senior Officials of the Judicial Administration Training Institute 

 

5. Expected Outcomes 
It is hoped that the workshop will result in the preparation of clear recommendations;  

 to develop clear guidance so that the existing laws on alternatives to custody are fully 
implemented, monitored and reviewed; 

 to develop strategic issues of intervention for extending the scope of probation as an 
alternative to custody in our criminal justice system.   

 

6 About the Organisers 

The Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), a national non-governmental legal 
services and human rights organisation, provides legal advice, mediation and litigation to women, 
men and children from poor and marginalized communities across the country. It operates through 
offices and legal aid clinics in 19 districts across the country, university legal clinics, and slum,-
based community clinics, working uniquely from the frontlines of the justice system to the apex 
court. It also undertakes public interest litigation as a key part of its advocacy for law and policy 
reforms to ensure effective legal protection of rights.  www.blast.org.bd 

Judicial Administration Training Institute (JATI), constituted under the provisions of the Judicial 
Administration Training Institute Act, 1995 as amended in 1997, with a view to train judicial officers, 
government advocates, public prosecutors, advocates enrolled by the Bangladesh Bar Council, 
officers and staff of the subordinate judiciary and tribunals, to enhance their efficiency in the 
administration of justice in the country.  www.jatibd.org 
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