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Session I: The Context of the City: Meeting Justice Needs and Gaps – This session 
will focus on the available access to health and legal services, and access to information 
for the citizens in Bangladesh, India and Philippines, as well as the gaps in access to 
justice and the needs based on the current context in Bangladesh.  

Session II: Gender and Access to Justice in the City – This session will focus on the 
barriers and opportunities to ensure access to justice, support mechanisms available for 
women survivors of violence and challenges, awareness and information about legal aid 
services, obstacles of having an economic statues criterion to access legal aid services in 
urban areas from both government and non-governmental organisations.  
Session III: Access to Healthcare, Livelihood and Shelter – This session will focus on 
services and opportunities to access healthcare, challenges of accessing healthcare for 
the urban poor and emergency patients; opportunities created to enhance livelihood skills 
to foster employment; and protection of the right to shelter, in particular for the urban 
poor in light of evictions and rehabilitation proposals by the government and their 
implementation. Focus will also be given to the challenges in seeking healthcare 
particularly for women. 

Session IV:  Rights to Consent and Choice – This session will focus on consent and 
choice with regards to marriage, dissolution and choices in an individual’s personal life, 
the impact of personal laws on the right to make such choices, the role of the media and 
freedom of expression, and looking at the way this has been combatted in other 
countries. 
Session V: Technology, Innovation, Health and Legal Services – This session will 
focus on technological innovations in recent times, which have enabled the ambit of 
service provision to expand online, promote knowledge sharing, network building and 
take offline advocacy efforts online to reach a wider audience for greater impact. 
Session VI: Addressing Discrimination in Laws, Polices and Procedure – This 
session will focus on existing discriminatory laws and policies in Bangladesh, ongoing 
efforts from the non-governmental organisations to challenge these laws, policies and 
procedures, obstacles in achieving successful reforms, as well as efforts to make better 
use of laws and policies which exist, such as the Domestic Violence (Protection and 
Prevention) Act 2010, and share learnings from neighbouring countries. 
Session VII: Building Networks and Alliances for Greater Impact – This session will 
focus on bringing together regional and national experts, and proposing a way forward in 
light of the challenges that emerge from the Conference. This session will highlight the 
importance of building greater alliance and networks to work collectively towards a 
common goal for great impact. 

 


